
Four Seasons @ Smithville
Official Newsletter of the Four Seasons Community at Historic Smithville                     May 2023 



2  Four Seasons @ Smithville ~ April 2023

Ad# 7341



April 2023 ~ Four Seasons @ Smithville 3

Letters to the Editor
What is appropriate to print has been debated throughout 
history. It is clear that there are no absolutes, but always 
limits. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled long ago that “Free-
dom of speech does not mean you can yell fire in a crowded 
hall.” Letters to the editor also have limits. We encourage 
challenging letters. They can be tough, but not acrimoni-
ous; attack positions, but not persons. We seek a sense of 
balance and decorum; we reject the inflammatory, and 
respect reasonableness. Criticism is welcome; slanderous 
statements are not. Our aim is to create an atmosphere for 
vigorous discussion.

Like to report, write for the Newsletter?
fourseasonsnewsletter@gmail.com

 Four Seasons @ Smithville
Newsletter Staff

Editor Mary Carey
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  Pat Jaggie, Jackie Sarner, Robert Switzer     
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  Alan Levin
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Compilers: Mary Cleary, Debbie Gatto,
  Gaye Bolitski, Peggy Heath
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Dorothy Lairdieson, Lucy & Bob Jerue, Annette 
Shorosky, Brigitte McGroarty, Fran McCann; Wayland: 
Bill Wenz; Devonshire: Dennis & Colleen Loughlin, 
Jan & Carol Jorgensen, Fritz Litz, Bill Voorhis, Lynne 
Stowe, Joanne Diebert, Cindy Turco, Howard Schapker; 
Berkshire: MaryAnn Cerra; Cambridge: Leni Savell, 
Marilynn McCoy;  Nottingham: Jeanette Maurizi; 
Oxford: Lou Hodac; Wexford: Lorraine Gicas, Lou & 
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To advertise in our newsletter, contact Senior Publishing 
Co. by phone (888-637-3200), by fax (800-336-6996) or 
by email (info@seniorpub.com.) The deadline is the 23rd 

of the month preceding publication.

Articles
Anyone may submit an article or photograph to 
our publication. The newsletter staff will decide if it
will be used based on appropriateness and space 
requirements.
In accordance with professional practice, we will not
knowingly print submissions that are duplicated in 
other publications.
Articles should be received by May 20 for the 
June issue.  Please email your article, attached as a 
Word for Windows document, to 
fourseasonsnewsletter@gmail.com  or left in the 
Newsletter box on the desk in the clubhouse.
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• Get pre-qualifi ed for your mortgage
• No � me to waste – houses are moving quickly
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Whether buying or selling... I can help
Call me DIRECT at: 609-457-4076
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145 Saint Georges Drive
Smithville, New Jersey

42 Brampton Street
Galloway, New Jersey

225 E. White Horse Pike, Absecon, NJ 08201
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About the Cover
by Donna Larkin

“The Elephant Ride on the Smithville Carousel”
I recognized the craftsmanship and complexity of 
this marvelous carousel. While painting it, I was 
really overwhelmed at how complex it really is! 
They sure are not made like this today.

For Advertising Contact:
Senior Publishing Company 

1520 Washington Avenue, 
Neptune, N.J. 07753 

 888-637-3200

Berkshire Village
James and Janice McDevitt

32 Northampton Road

Devonshire Village
Robert and Angela Marrone

123 Dover Court

Kathleen Cassidy
141 St. Georges Drive

Edward Wilson and William Puentes
145 St. Georges Drive

Wayland Village
Bryant and Margaret Eckman

659 E. Chancery Lane

Community News
Condolences. . .  

...to the family and friends of Rolf Beer, Devonshire 
Village, who passed away on April 6th.

…to Mary Smith, Devonshire Village, on the passing 
of her husband, Ray, on April 6th.

Ad# 7378
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7 Derby Dr.
$339,900

Serving the Smithville area since 1983
609-513-5791 • 609-404-3100

Come Get the Keys to Success!

at Smithville, LLC

AVAILABLE HOMES

29 So. New York Road, Suite 400
Galloway, NJ 08205

Specializing in Four Seasons
and Smithville Real Estate
JANET KERR, REALTOR

Cell: 609-513-5791
EMAIL: jkerr230@gmail.com
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looking for a home, please give me a call.
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163 Brewster Dr.
$339,000

Bright & Sunny
2 Bedroom Juniper

Car Charging Station

231 Limerick St.
$394,900

Immaculate & Move-In 
Ready

3 Bedroom Evergreen
New HVAC

111 Harwich Way
$374,000

Lovely Mulberry
2-3 Bedrooms

Crown Moulding
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Lights In the Sky – Dave and Judy Prana
By Barbara McConville and Robert Switzer

Before Dave and Judy Prana moved to Four Seasons, they often sat on a 
bench overlooking Southampton Pond and admired the view.  Little did 
they imagine that four years later 
they would buy a home at the other 
end of that same pond, with a view 
of the fountain and a clear view of 
the southwestern sky.
Dave often admired photographs 
of the night sky taken by a friend 
of his. His friend challenged Dave 
to learn more about Astronomy. 
Dave, a Network Design Engineer 
by profession, was accustomed to 
technical challenges and he gave 

himself three months to become familiar with the Astronomy and 
how our planet fits into it all.  After three months, he investigated 
how photographers captured such amazing photos 
of our solar system, our sun, planets and beyond. 
YouTube was a great resource for information on his 
new hobby. He soon acquired a reflector telescope 
to look at the moon, and then learned he needed a 
specialized filter to look at the sun.
After three months of study Dave wanted to 
photograph the Solar System and began to acquire 
more equipment, more telescopes, new telescope 
mounts, new computer software. He learned about 
the specialized equipment to photograph galaxies, 
other telescopes and equipment to photograph the 
sun, yet other equipment to photograph Nebulae. 
To date, he has spent tens of thousands of dollars on 
his hobby, even though he designs, assembles, and 
builds much of the equipment and software himself! 
He has become a source of information for many 
enthusiasts around the world on the technology and 
materials needed to pursue this specialized hobby of 
Astrophotography.
It turns out that Smithville is a good location for 
searching the sky for DSO’s – Deep Sky objects. The 
Prana’s patio, with its unobstructed views of much 
of the sky, is a perfect place to find these objects and 
photograph them.                                                                                           
As Dave took more and more pictures, he spent 
much time capturing, selecting, and processing these 
images to create stunning views of objects normally The Andromeda Galaxy

One of Dave’s Refractor Telescopes

The Crescent Nebula

Continued on page 8
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hidden from the naked eye. This 
led him to realize he was an artist. 
Astrophotography combines much 
technology and science with the art 
of photography to create beautiful 
and moving images. One of Dave’s 
reasons for creating these images, 
in his words, is to help average 
people realize how amazing, vast and 
mysterious our Solar System, Galaxy 
and Universe truly are!                
Judy Prana is a retired Cardiac Nurse 
and Educator with the AtlantiCare 
Medical System. Both she and Dave 
started their artistic journey during 
the COVID shutdown by learning 
to paint. Judy has grown to love and 
support Dave’s enthusiastic pursuit of this new hobby. Their home is 
decorated with their painted and photographed artwork of family, friends, 
and of course, the amazing views of the sky.      

To view more of Dave’s photographs, you can go to https://www.astrobin.com/users/devprana/

Continued from page 7

Pleiades or “The Seven Sisters”

Part of Dave’s Collection of 
Photographs 

ads-2237
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Community Education 
Committee
By Pat Allen
“April is the cruelest month.” Not 
every April!
In context, that familiar line we 

know from T.S. Eliot’s poem The Waste Land, was 
written in 1921. As Spring brought signs of new life 
and renewal, Europe was in a crumbling, dying mess 
in the wake of World War I. I won't comment on the 
state of the world today, but here at Four Seasons 
things weren't too bad.
Dennis Clark arranged for free transportation to 
another free concert courtesy of Gary Press of 
The Atlantic Pops. This concert was led by Guest 
Conductor Professor Stephanie Sanders, Assistant 
Director of Bands, Jazz Band Director at Norfolk 
State University. We're grateful to Gary Press for 
arranging for free transportation; we're getting 
spoiled! What's next?

 Jackie Sarner's program on raising orchids presented 
by expert Beth Davis was a great success. Nearly 
60 attended and Beth demonstration was punctuated 
with humor and great stories. The audience was with 
her all the way. She answered questions from the 
audience and generously spent extra time at the end 
to go over fine points of orchid culture. We had no 
idea there were so many orchid aficionados in our 
midst as well as many eager to learn.

Congratulations to the orchid raffle winners, Judy 
Giordano & Joe Guarino! We hope you're enjoying 
your beautiful plants. Beth brought many plants for 
sale and nearly every one of them now has a new 
home.

Continued on page 7
Which One to Choose?

Beth Davis and Jackie Sarner
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We hope you enjoyed the return of the Ted Talks, 
as I write this it's just days away. Where do we 
find ourselves at this moment in "The 4 Stages of 
Retirement"? Some days I'm longing for stage 1 
again, but the thought of getting on a crowded plane 
is not appealing! Lol! Thank you to Deborah Kelley, 
who with her screening team of Crystal Hubert, 
Holly Zimmerman, and Susanne Roberts, who spent 
many hours viewing possible programs and selecting 
ones we hope you will enjoy.
As May approaches, we're looking forward to Lucy 
Jerue's "Speaking of Atlantic City: Recollections & 
Memories." We'll have photos of the event in next 
months' Newsletter. We hope you enjoy that evening.
Save the date: Thursday, June 8 at 6:30! It will be 
an exciting evening as we learn of a horrific train 
accident on August 11, 1880, in Mays Landing... It 
was the inaugural Season on the new West Jersey 
& Atlantic Rail Line to the Jersey Shore. Two 
trains carrying thirteen hundred passengers from 
Philadelphia's Irish Catholic parishes collided 
in Mays Landing, New Jersey on the return from 
Atlantic City. Thirty victims perished from their 
wounds and dozens more were critically injured. 
Mysteriously, neither the incident nor the deaths that 
had occurred in the South Jersey community were 
recorded in the state's 1880 Railroad and Canal 
Reports. Why was that? 
The program "Between the Shore and the City - 
Tragedy at May's Landing" by Mari D'lbora Dattlol 
will be presented by Lynn Wood, board member of 
the Atlantic County Historical Society as well as 
Great Egg Harbor Township Historical Society. She 
serves as the Program Committee of both groups.
For the first time, "Between the Shore and the City: 
Tragedy at Mays Landing" offers a vivid account 
of the excursion as it unfolded. Combining archival 
research, regional newspaper reporting and fictional 
imagining, this historic narrative captures the light 
and the darkness on the fateful journey home. 
The novella is Mari's compilation of 19th century 
journalism and 21st century research. Bravo Mari!
Thank you to Dennis Clark and Margot Sullivan of 
our Committee. They have arranged for this exciting 
evening which also features the author herself who 

will be there to sign books. The book is a great read 
and would also make a great gift.
On Tuesday, May 23 at 6:30 TED Talks will 
welcome back a very popular speaker, Jane Fonda. 
She last visited us in 2019 with her best friend Lily 
Tomlin. That evening drew the largest attendance, 
over 60 people for the talks.
She brings her usual self-effacing humor and great 
insight to "Life's Third Act." Now 85, she discusses 
older women...  the largest demographic in the 
world! "If we can go back and redefine ourselves 
and become whole, this will create a cultural shift 
in the world, and it will give an example to younger 
generations so that they can re-conceive their own 
lifespan.
There have been many revolutions over the last 
century, but perhaps none as significant as the 
longevity revolution. We are living on average today 
34 years longer than our great-grandparents did -- 
think about that! Within this generation, an extra 30 
years have been added to our life expectancy -- and 
these years aren't just a footnote."
Jane Fonda asks how we can re-imagine this new 
phase of our lives. Deborah Kelley will lead the 
discussion after the video.
As always, we ask you to sign up in The Orange 
Book for our events. It gives us the information we 
need to provide the most comfortable room layout. 
We do appreciate your cooperation, thank you!

Continued from page 5
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BOT Workshop Meetings
By Lorraine Gicas 
The following are the highlights of 
the workshop meetings of the Board 
of Trustees.

Tuesday, April 4, 2023
Twenty residents and four of the BOT members were 
present for this brief meeting. Donna O’Callaghan 
was ill.  A resident request that the minutes of the 
BOT meetings be posted as legally required will 
henceforth occur before they are approved.
Voting Items:
1. The male and female restrooms that lead from 

the pool area to the lobby area will become 
card or key fob accessible at a cost of $3,998.  
These are not fire exits so they do not need to be 
replaced. BOT approved. 

2. The concrete outflow structures at both 
Pembrooke and Falmouth ponds will be replaced 
and some repairs completed for the $17,350 cost 
from the reserve. Approved by the Board. 

3. The outdoor pool pump motor will be replaced at 
$3,000 and was okayed by the BOT.

Non-voting items:
1. Manager Vince Accardi gave an update on the 

clubhouse roof situation. As you may know there 
have been water intrusions in the ballroom, the 
card room and the lobby area. The BOT desired 
an engineering firm to be hired to handle this 
verge expenditure. Vince has two proposals; he 
is awaiting one more. This project is predicted to 
be necessary every 25 to 30 years.

Open Forum:
1. Ken Herman, Wexford, remarked about the dark 

entrance at events at the clubhouse. There needs 
to be more light for safety reasons.

2. Kathy Esposito, Pembrooke, questioned 
thepossible liability issues with a group she 
likes: Neighbors Helping Neighbors. The group 
had a meeting today and discussed such matters. 
They are thinking about a waiver for such tasks. 

3. Bob Oldehoff, Devonshire, questioned the 

manner in which activity participants are chosen. 
According to the Scoop, all returning players, 
shuffleboard for instance, are on the roster 
making it virtually impossible for any new 
players to be included. The BOT referred Bob to 
Lou Hodac, Rec Chair. 

4. Jack Redden, Wexford, asked for an update 
on the door and window replacement. Vince is 
checking with the vendor tomorrow.

5. Jim English, Wexford, explained some of the 
hurdles to the solar project moving forward. 
The application to Atlantic City Electric has 
been filed.  Our kilowatt needs far exceed 
their restriction. Will await their decision and 
meanwhile negotiating with vendors.

The next Board of Trustees meeting is Tuesday, May 
2, 2023 at 1 PM in the clubhouse ballroom.
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President’s Corner
By Steve Silvern
As reflected in the Scoop and 
previous newsletters, the Board 
of Trustees (BOT) proposes an 
amendment to Article IV, Section 

4.03 of our By-Laws. The recommended change in 
the By-laws is required to prevent unnecessary, 
costly, and time-consuming run-off BOT elections 
caused when many candidates run and/or if we 
have a tie. Additionally, the addendum removes 
all reference to the “developer,” which is no longer 
relevant to our Association. The BOT, Management 
and the Judiciary Committee STRONGLY support 
these changes, which is in the best interest of the 
entire community.  If you support the proposed 
change you don’t have to do anything. Only if 
you are opposed to the amendment, do you need 
to respond via the ballot. The actual ballots and 
instructions should have been mailed out the last 
week in April.  Remember, only those residents 
wishing to oppose the recommendation should vote 
and they have until noon on Tuesday, May 23, 2023, 
to submit their ballot. 

We anticipate several special events in May in 
addition to the normal monthly activities.  We have, 
as previously noted, the By-Law proposal, and the 
long overdue New Residents Welcoming lunches 
during the week of May 7th, Safety & Security’s 
Coffee with a Cop on Wednesday, May 10th, and 
the Health & Wellness Expo on Saturday, May 
20th. More detailed information will be provided in 
advance of all these events. 

The Board, after receiving only two bids from 
engineering firms, has selected FWH Associates to 
manage and oversee the Clubhouse roof project. 
More information will be provided as it becomes 
available, but rest assured that Management and the 
Board considers the roof project a top priority.

Our beautiful community, in addition to the 
Clubhouse Complex, consists of ten villages, 
numerous ponds, and miles and miles of sidewalks 
and walking paths, which require constant oversight. 
Your cooperation in bringing potential issues to the 
attention of Management is greatly appreciated. 
Residents are reminded that if they see an issue, 

such as damage or malfunction to common property 
or equipment, to submit a work order/service request 
(found on our web) or call Kim Warner (front desk), 
to report it. This is also true when someone observes 
a potential hazard or safety issue which should 
be reported on our incident/hazard report (found 
on our web) or by calling Kim.  Obviously, actual 
emergencies should be reported to 9-1-1. 

As always, I urge residents to stay informed and 
be involved if possible.  Residents are encouraged 
to attend committee and Board meetings to better 
understand what is going on in our community.  
Some committees are more hands-on and active than 
others, but please find something you would like to 
be involved in and consider joining the committee. 
The scheduled dates for all committee and BOT 
meetings can be found on our web site and on our 
monthly calendar. 

We try to maintain our moniker as an ACTIVE 
55+ community by providing abundant activities. 
We have approximately 28 clubs and recreational 
venues that include a wide variety of activities and 
interests.  A list of all our clubs can be found on our 
website.  All residents, especially new residents, 
should explore all the social and recreational events 
available for your enjoyment.

We are all aware, when we purchased our homes 
in Four Seasons, that the Association has many 
By-laws, Covenants, Rules, and Regulations that 
govern our community. They are there to set and 
maintain our high standards. While some might 
seem excessive and even annoying at times, they 
are there to ensure we maintain our desired quality 
of life and that our houses and properties are 
well maintained and conform to those standards.   
Management, in coordination with Landscaping 
& Grounds (L&G) and the Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC), chaired by Bob Oldehoff and 
Jim Giordano (respectively), do an outstanding 
job trying to make sure residents are compliant 
through inspections and the review of modification 
applications. The L&G and ACC Committees have 
the request forms, which can be found on the web 
and in the Clubhouse, that MUST be completed and 
submitted by residents PRIOR TO STARTING any 
landscaping/hardscaping or exterior work on their 
property. This includes, but is not limited to, pavers; 
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whole house generators; new HVAC systems; 
replacement windows, shutters, and doors; all 
exterior painting; new roof; screen doors and garage 
doors. If in doubt, please call Kim at the front 
desk, BEFORE you begin your project. 
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Recreation Committee 
News & Updates!
By Lou Hodac, Recreation 
Committee Chairman
2023 – Bocce Clinics: Our Bocce 

Masters, Allan Blumenthal, Danny Passarella and 
Sal Valvo are once again be conducting bocce clinics 
every other Saturday morning from 10:00-12 
noon. No sign-ups necessary…just show up on 
the courts and learn the basics of playing Bocce 
as well as the finer skills of the sport including 
advanced tactics and strategies! Clinics will continue 
throughout the Social Bocce League Season so long 
as interest warrants them. For more information, 
please feel free to contact our Bocce Club Chairman, 
Lou Hodac, at (609) 652-3866 or email at odie57@
comcast.net.
2023 Outdoor Shuffleboard: Outdoor Shuffleboard 
is a great way to meet and socialize with your 
friends and neighbors while enjoying healthy 
exercise in the outdoors. The spring and summer 
season will begin on Monday, May 15th and end on 
Friday, August 25th.  Playoffs will be held the week 
of September 11th. 
For questions/additional information, please feel free 
to contact our Outdoor Shuffleboard coordinator, Sue 
Henshaw at (609) 335-2538 or email at beeker139@
yahoo.com.
2023 - Competitive Bocce League: Our 2023 
Competitive Bocce Season will begin on Monday, 
May 8th and end on Friday, June 16th. The 
championship play-offs schedule will be announced 
in the near future. The Competitive League is mainly 
for seasoned Bocce players who enjoy a more 
structured & serious play environment. However, 
novice and first-time players are welcome and will 
learn the finer skills of the sport. Sign-up sheets for 
the Competitive Bocce League have been removed 
and eleven (11) teams totaling 22 players have been 
finalized for the beginning of the league’s season. 
For more information, please feel free to contact 
our Competitive Bocce Coordinator, Sal Valvo, via 
phone at (609) 713-5558.
2023 - Horseshoes Season: Come on out and 
join us for the start of our Four Seasons spring & 
summer 2023 - Horseshoes Season. Starting date is 
Monday, May 1st at 9:00am and we will play every 

Monday thereafter, weather permitting, until the end 
of August. For those of you who have not played 
before, the Horseshoes courts are located next to 
the Tennis courts. So, come on out and join in the 
challenging but fun sport of horseshoes while getting 
some exercise as you socialize with your friends 
and neighbors. Sign-up sheets are currently in the 
Outdoor Activities book located in the clubhouse 
lobby. For additional information please feel free to 
contact our Horseshoes coordinator, Tom Ast at 609-
241-6801.
2023 – Wii Bowling Season: Our Wii bowling 
season came to an end on March 31st and I would 
like to acknowledge the following achievements of 
our participating players: 
High Series: 
1) Philip Schultz – Score 837
2) Carol Burgard & Ann Hankins – Score 790
3) Dom & Pam Centrone – Score 762
High Total Pins for Teams:
1) Dom Centrone’s Team
2) Catherine Trainer’s Team
3) Irene Cannizzaro’s Team
For additional information please feel free to contact 
our Wii Bowling coordinator, Kathy Schultz, at 609-
748-0234 or email pschultz569@comcast.net.
Golf Outing @ the Pomona Golf Club: The 
Four Seasons Golf Club hosted an outing at the 
Seaview Golf Club on April 11, 2023 with 48 golfers 
enjoying the challenging Bay Course on a beautiful 
sunny day.  On Monday, June 5th, our golf club is 
hosting its second outing of 2023 at the historic 
Pomona Golf Club. The format is a morning shotgun 
start 18-hole scramble with men allowed only 3 
clubs plus a putter and women allowed only 4 clubs 
plus a putter.  After the 18 holes are completed, 
there will be a lunch that consists of your choice of 
sandwich, salads, dessert and beverage all for $38.00 
which includes greens fee and cart.  This is a fun 
event that challenges your selection of your allowed 
clubs and takes place on a course enjoyed by many 
Four Seasons residents.  This outing is open to all 
Four Seasons golfers and guests as well as Four 
Seasons golf club members. For more information 
or to sign up individually, as pairs or as foursomes, 
please contact Tim Newman at tjnewmanfd@msn.
com or 201-280-1871.
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Safety & Security 
Report
By John Coyle
NJMVC Mobile Unit
Once again, Chief Richard Barber 
and the Galloway Township 

Police Department, in partnership with the Four-
Season Safety and Security Committee and Board 
of Trustees, will be hosting the New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission (NJMVC) Mobile Unit at the 
Four Seasons Clubhouse Parking lot on Wednesday, 
June 28th from 10AM until 2PM. Registration for 
appointments for this event will take place in person 
on June 14th at 8AM in the Clubhouse Lobby. 
Since the number of appointments available is 
limited, registration will fill up quickly. This service 
is by appointment only and is for Four Seasons 
Residents only!

The Mobile Unit affords the opportunity for drivers 
to renew a driver license, obtain a duplicate license, 
change their name and address on their license, add 
a veteran’s designation, register to vote and/or make 
organ donation selections.

The Mobile Unit can also provide residents with 
photo identification that may serve as a primary 
or secondary form of personal ID. Drivers may 
also renew their registration or obtain a duplicate 
registration card for their vehicle in the Mobile Unit.

The Mobile Unit can only provide REAL ID to a 
limited number of customers whose license or ID 
card is expiring within 6 months of the date of 
appointment. Customers that apply for a REAL ID 
appointment will be scheduled between 10AM-
12PM the day of appointment. 

Drivers may also obtain a Persons with Disability, 
Purple Heart, or Disabled Veteran placard. 

The Mobile Unit will allow drivers to surrender 
license plates without an appointment.

Customers can apply for an Examination Permit to 
take a written (law/knowledge) test for a Driver’s 
License. However, the written test is not available. 

Please visit the New Jersey Motor Vehicle 
Commission at www.state.nj.us/mvc for instructions 

on what information you must have with you at 
the time of the appointment. If you do not have the 
proper information, you may miss your appointment. 

Recent Four Seasons Incident Statistics
During the month of March, the Galloway Police 
Department reported fifty-six calls for service in 
both the area of, and the area around, our Four 
Seasons Community. These calls include: nine 
property checks, two community detail, three check 
on the welfare, four burglaries to motor vehicles, 
four calls for burglary alarms, which were false 
alarms, three motor vehicle complaints, six motor 
vehicle stops, one motor vehicle accident, two 
suspicious noise complaints, one suspicious person, 
one suspicious vehicle, and other routine calls for 
service. 

During the month of March there were seven 
incidents reported in our in-house Incident 
Reporting System. The following incidents were 
reported. There were three burglaries of vehicles, 
all in Wexford Village. In two of these incidents, 
the police responded and were provided with video 
camera footage from the homeowners. The third 
was reported to the police at the police department 
headquarters. Two nights after the most recent 
vehicle burglaries in Wexford Village, the police 
arrested three juveniles for attempting to burglarize 
vehicles in another community not associated with 
Four Seasons. The police did not have enough 
evidence to tie the perpetrators to the Wexford cases. 
However, there were similarities. A suspicious 
vehicle was reported in several of our villages. The 
vehicle, described as a white sedan, was reported 
to be driving around our villages playing loud 
music, during different hours of the night. An alert 
witness was able to obtain the vehicle tag number. 
That information was provided to the police. The 
police department was able to ascertain who the 
registered owner of the vehicle was. They contacted 
the vehicle owner and advised him to cease his 
activity. In another incident, a resident fell in front 
of the clubhouse. The incident was investigated and 
deemed to not be caused by any hazards. Vandalism 
to the path lighting between Wexford and Oxford 
Ponds was reported. The incident was reported to the 
police. Keys were reported missing in the clubhouse 
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but were later located. Finally, damage was reported 
to the lawn on the cul-de-sac in Northampton Road, 
Berkshire Village. A resident reported that a full-size 
car carrier truck tried to drive around the cul- de- sac 
and damaged the center island. The witness took 
photos of the rear of the carrier which were provided 
to management for further action. 

The SSC meets on the first Monday of the month at 
10:00 AM in the clubhouse craft room. Guests are 
always welcome. Stay Safe! 

Your 4 Season Framer
♦ Conservation Framing

♦ Discount Prices
♦ Fast Turn Around Time

150 New Jersey Avenue • Absecon • 641-6934
Open Daily 9 to 6 ○ Closed Sunday

& Picture Framing

ads-1029

Trip Committee
By Tina Vitello            

9/11 Museum in New York City - Friday, Jun. 16, 
2023.   Price: $125. Check the Scoop for further 
details.

J.P. Morgan Museum in New York City – 
Tuesday, Jul. 25, 2023. Price: $140.00 pp.  See the 
Scoop for further details.

The Bridges of Madison County- Wed, Aug. 16 
2023.  Price: $135.00 pp. See the Scoop for further 
details.

Brandywine Museum-Wednesday, September 20, 
2023. Price: $120.00 pp, Selling Dates (TBA). See 
the Scoop for further details.

Nashville / Memphis – Mon., Oct. 10 – Oct, 16, 
2023.  See the Scoop for further details.

 Planning Stages for 2023

 Surflight Theater – Grumpy Old Men  Sept. 7, 
2023- dinner at The  Waterfront Restaurant. 

Aruba – All inclusive (TBA) 

Sight & Sound Theater – Miracle of Christmas – 
Nov. 28t, 2023. 

Social Events Committee
By Pat Sperling
All social events information is also on the website 
and flyers are in the main lobby. 
Selling times will be 9:00 to 10:00 am. 
Sales for all Social Events functions will close 2 
weeks prior to our events. At that time. we finalize 
our caterers’ orders and make our payments. If you 
miss the cutoff date, contact us and we will put you 
on a waiting list. If seats become available due to 
cancellation, we will notify you.
JUICY BAND, July 15, 2023 – This is a high energy 
band from South Jersey.  They are performers, 
impersonators, and fantastic singers. They have 
received great reviews from prior performances in 
Four Seasons. More information regarding price and 
menu will follow.  
Note: Sales for all Social Events functions will close 
2 weeks prior to our events. At that time, we finalize 
our caterers’ orders and make our payments. If you 
miss the cutoff date, contact us and we will put you 
on a waiting list. If seats become available due to 
cancellation, we will notify you.
FOR FUTURE PLANNING, THE EVENTS 
SCHEDULED TO COMPLETE OUR 
ENTERTAINMENT YEAR ARE:
SEPTEMBER 2, 2023 – Back by popular demand 
we will present the Beat Tells
OCTOBER 28, 2023- Halloween Party – We will 
have DJ Frank Staff with his popular Photo Booth
DECEMBER 9, 2023 – We will present John 
Montforto
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By Pat Melcer
Join us on May 20th from 11am -2:30 pm for our Health & Wellness Expo! 
Our theme is Community Partners – Working to Keep Us Safe and Well.  We will start at 11am, with 
presentations set up in the Lounge, Library, Gathering Room, and Ballroom. As you enter the Lobby, pick 
up an Expo guide to reference as you tour the exhibits.  
Our Four Seasons Veterans Club will greet you in the Lounge and share how they support veterans in our 
community through a variety of programs and activities. Four Seasons Safety and Security Committee 
will also be at the Expo to sign you up for the Key Holder, Vial of Life and Property Check programs, all 
developed in collaboration with the Galloway Township Police Department and Ambulance Squad.  
Oceanville Volunteer Fire Company (OVFC) will be in the library with a fire education program entitled 
What’s Dangerous in Your Home.  You will have the opportunity to observe how common household items 
present a fire risk when placed in the wrong place or used for the wrong purpose. Get suggestions on how to 
keep your spaces safe!
Visit our newest Four Seasons program, Neighbors Lending A Hand, developed by Gail Ward-Kajander 
and her team.  Created to provide residents assistance with a variety of tasks in the home, you’ll learn more 
about how to request assistance and items they can assist with.  You can also sign up to volunteer or provide 
contact information for a neighbor in need of support. Kelly Marrero, owner of ComfortKeepers will also 
be here to discuss in-home care options from companionship to nursing support which will allow you to 
remain comfortable in your home.    
Galloway Township’s Police Department and Ambulance Squad will answer any questions you have 
regarding emergency response within Four Seasons. Atlantic County Sheriff’s Office canine officers 
will provide information regarding their canine program, personal safety, home security and the Project 
LifeSaver program, as well as duties and responsibilities of the Atlantic County Sheriff’s Office.  
Atlanticare  brings us blood pressure screenings and individual health consultations, as well as information 
about their Urgent Care Center. Members of Atlanticare’s Honors Resource Group – their specialty health 
program for veterans – will join us to share information about how they support veterans seeking healthcare 
within the Atlanticare system.  Our friends at Strive Physical Therapy will perform balance screenings and 
answer all your physical therapy-related questions.   Chef Ann Marie, a chef and certified health coach with 
a master’s degree in clinical nutrition, will share the variety of services offered through 3 Whole Plates.  
Through personalized health coaching and cooking lessons, Chef Ann will teach you how to reclaim your 
health through food and have fun while doing so!  
Is a transition from employer-based insurance to a Medicare supplement plan in your near future? Do you 
have questions about your current Medicare coverage?   If so, talk with Tim DeFilippis, a Medicare-
certified health insurance agent.  Tim will explain the important considerations required to successfully 
make that transition.  He’ll also answer any questions current Medicare clients may have about their existing 
plans.  Please note:  This is an informational exhibit only.  No insurance products will be sold at this event.  
Atlantic County Disaster Management personnel will be here to discuss preparations for weather 
emergencies.  Learn about actions you can take to be ready for and safe during hurricanes, floods, and other 
natural disasters. Don’t forget to ask about pet preparations!  Next stop is the US Coast Guard Auxillary 
table to learn about how they support the community on land and in the water through public education and 
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vessel inspections. Pick up water and boating safety materials, including children’s activity books for the 
grandkids! They are always looking for volunteers and would love to talk with you about becoming part of 
the team! 
Peppy Margolis, from Stockton’s Center on Successful Aging (SCOSA), looks forward to sharing 
SCOSA’s busy schedule of events for seniors living in Atlantic County.  You’ll have the opportunity to pick 
up some brochures, as well as sign-up for SCOSA’s newsletter and upcoming events.  Go Green Galloway 
– A Task Force for a Sustainable Galloway is excited to share programs and services that encourage us to 
be good stewards of our environment.  Our own Jackie Sarner, a resident and member of the task force, will 
be there to greet you so make sure you stop by!  
We can’t forget our pets!  Johnny and his team from Nurture Pet Store – our local, “just around the 
corner” pet supply resource - is excited to be here to consult with us about our four-legged friends.   They 
have lots of ideas on how to meet your pet’s nutritional, training, play, and personal care needs. And don’t 
forget to take your pet to meet them when you go to the store to pick up your supplies!  Alexis Green, a 
certified veterinary technician, owns Vet Tech On Wheels a new program serving Atlantic County.  With 
a personalized approach to pet care, Alexis comes to your home to provide nail trims, ear cleanings, 
vaccinations, medication administration, walks and more for dogs, cats and exotics!  All you need to do is 
make an appointment – she’ll take care of the rest!  “No Hassle for Travel, We Come to You”.  Check it out!
Outdoor Demonstrations
If the weather is clear, we will also have two outdoor demonstrations!

At 11:30, join us outside as we welcome SouthSTAR, one of two JEMSTAR 
medically-configured helicopters serving the state of New Jersey. The New 
Jersey JEMSTAR program is an air medical evacuation collaboration between 
University Hospital EMS, New Jersey State Police, and the New Jersey 
Department of Health. JEMSTAR crews are strategically positioned across the 

state to respond to on-scene emergencies and critical care interfacility transfers. Each helicopter, with a 
medically-configured interior, is staffed with a certified flight paramedic, flight nurse and two pilots.   
SouthSTAR will circle overhead a few times on approach and land in the field located adjacent to our 
parking lot at 11:30. For the next hour residents can tour the helicopter and speak with the pilots/medical 
team to learn more about the program.  The field will close at approximately 12:45, in preparation for the 
helicopter’s departure.   
Oceanville Volunteer Fire Company firefighters will present a demonstration, 
entitled “When the Alarm Sounds,” reviewing the actions taken by firefighters 
from the moment they receive the initial notification until the fire is extinguished. 
It will include an overview of their training and protocols, description of personal 
protective equipment, and use of the extension ladder truck for high-rise buildings 
to demonstrate actual firefighting efforts.  Plan to gather with us as we celebrate 
and support our 100% volunteer fire company!  We will announce time of demonstration within the next few 
weeks. 
What About Lunch?

When it’s time for lunch visit the Greater Egg Harbor Regional Culinary Arts 
Program food truck for tasty tacos, salads, and deli sandwiches.  There will also 
be a vegetarian taco. Cedar Creek High School students will staff the truck – so 
stop by and show your support by purchasing some lunch items!   CASH ONLY, 
please. 
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A History of Bocce
It’s Been Around Awhile!
by Emil Dupuy
Author’s Note:  This article was 
originally published in 2009, again 
in 2013, and then again in 2017 
as we kept adding new residents 

who were enjoying Bocce.  Now that we have added 
many more new residents, and since Bocce continues 
to be the single most popular recreational activity at 
Four Seasons, I felt it might be fun to publish it one 
more time.  Enjoy!
The Beginning
The beginnings of the game of Bocce are lost in the 
darkness of time, but it is generally believed that 
throwing balls toward a target is the oldest game 
known to mankind. 
Traces of the game can be found among the early 
Egyptians, and graphic representations of figures 
tossing a ball or polished stone have been recorded 
as early as 5200 B.C. (can you just picture Sal, Allan 
and Danny in their loin cloths with a club in one 
hand and rolling these stones with the other!)  
While modern day Bocce bears little resemblance to 
these early predecessors (at least most of the time), 
one thing is certain – that through its evolution, the 
objective has been consistently common in trying to 
come as close to a fixed target as possible. 
From this early objective, the basic rules of Bocce 
were born.
Bocce Spreads Around the World
From Egypt, the game made its way to Greece 
around 800 B.C.  The Romans learned the game 
from the Greeks and introduced it throughout their 
empire in about 600 B.C.  
The Roman influence in Bocce is preserved in the 
game’s name: bocce derives from the Latin bottia, 
meaning boss.  The early Romans were among the 
first to play the game resembling what we know as 
Bocce today.  
Back then, they used coconuts brought back from 
Africa, and later used hard olive wood to carve 
out bocce balls.  Most balls today are made with 
phenolic resin, the same material used for bowling 
balls and billiard balls.

Beginning with the Emperor Augustus, Bocce 
became the sport of statesmen and rulers.  From the 
early Greek physician Hipocrates and the Italian 
renaissance man Galileo, the early participants 
of Bocce have noted that the game’s athleticism, 
invigorating exercise and spirit of competition 
rejuvenated the body (and you all thought we did 
this just for fun).
Too Much Fun Becomes a Problem

Throughout the 
centuries, the game 
of Bocce enjoyed 
rapid growth as one of 
Europe’s most popular 
pastimes, being the 
sport of nobility and 
peasants alike (just like 
here), so much so in 
fact, that at one point 

in history, the game was said to interfere with  the 
security of the State because it took too much time 
from away from archery practice and other military 
exercises.  In other words, the citizens were more 
interested in playing Bocce than in defending their 
sovereignty.                                                              
Bocce Prohibited
Consequently, Kings Carlos IV and V prohibited 
the playing of Bocce, and several respectable 
doctors from France tried to discredit the claim that 
playing Bocce had great therapeutic effect in curing 
rheumatism (who knew?).
In 1576, the Republic of Venice publicly condemned 
the sport, punishing those who played with fines and 
imprisonment. 
Even the Catholic Church officially prohibited any 
clergyman from playing the game by declaring 
Bocce a means of gambling (so what else is new).
Bocce Continues to Thrive
Despite the various 
condemnations, Bocce 
continued to survive and 
flourish.  Contrary to the 
rest of Europe, Great Britain 
embraced the game of Bocce 
with great enthusiasm since its introduction.  
Such nobility as Queen Elizabeth I and Sir Francis 
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Drake were avid fans.  According to legend, Drake 
refused to set out to defend England against the 
Spanish Armada until he finished a game.  He 
proclaimed to those who tried to hurry him on, 
“First we finish the game, then we’ll deal with the 
Armada!”
Bocce Comes to America
The sport of Bocce first came to America in the 
English version called ‘bowis’ from the French 
‘boule’ meaning ball.  In accordance with how the 
game was played in Great Britain, the players threw 
the ball on close-cropped grass, later evolving to a 
closed-in hard stone court, as is common today (but 
nothing as fine as we have here). 
It has been noted that one early-American playing 
field was Bowling Green at the southern tip of 
Manhattan, and that George Washington built a court 
at Mount Vernon in the 1780s. 
Bocce Gets Organized
Despite its popularity, because it lacked a central 
organization, the sport of Bocce was excluded from 
the first modern Olympic Games held in Athens in 
1896.  
Shortly afterward, Bocce leagues were formed 
throughout Europe, with the first being France, 
followed by Italy (specifically Northern Italy).  
It was not until the turn of the 20th century that 
Bocce was organized competitively in the United 
States.  A strong influencing factor was the early 
European immigrants trying to retain some of their 
original lifestyle, and they played the game as a 
way of duplicating the social environment they left 
behind.  
Lots of Players in the U.S.
The United States Bocce Federation says there are 
about one million players in the United States, with 
the major centers of popularity being California, 
Chicago, Las Vegas, Memphis, New Orleans, 
Phoenix, St. Louis and New York – and now 
Smithville!  
Given its origins, the sport remains male-dominated, 
although a small number of women do play.  
Obviously, here at Smithville, we are ahead of the 
curve as we recognize the ability of our ladies, and 
they are very much a part of the sport.

Since 1947, the Bocce World Championships has 
been held every year with France and Italy as the 
most prominent competitors. (They haven’t met us 
yet!)  Efforts have been made in the past to possibly 
include Bocce in Olympic competitions, but so far, it 
hasn’t happened.  Maybe someday!  
Finally, here’s a fact you probably didn’t know (I 
didn’t):  the three most-participated sports in the 
world are: 1) Soccer, 2) Bocce, and 3) Golf.  How 
about that!  So, come on out and enjoy the world’s 
oldest sport, a sport known to revive body and mind, 
and after Soccer, the most popular game in the 
world.

Author’s note #2: 
The historical facts quoted in this article have been 
excerpted, with permission, from the following websites:
www.bocce.org, which is the website of ‘Collegium 
Cosmicum Ad Buxeas’, the preeminent international 
organization for the sport of Bocce, headquartered in 
Rome, Italy; and www.boccestandardsassociation.org, 
website of the Bocce Standards Association, one of the 
leading Bocce organizations in the United States.
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Now with two locations to serve you.

Lowenstein – Saraceno Funeral Home
58 South New York Road (Route 9)

Galloway, New Jersey 08205
(near Smithville)

609-652-8330

Saraceno Funeral Home
1114 White Horse Pike

Egg Harbor City, New Jersey 08215

609-965-0381

Claudia P. Saraceno Manager N.J. Lic. #4701
John A. Saraceno N.J. Lic #4713

Pre-Arrangement Counseling
Traditional Burial and Cremation Services

Off site Arrangements if needed.
Serving all faiths.

Family Owned and Operated.

When honesty, trust, compassion and 
price matters most.
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Bingo 
By Della Scherl, Bingo Chair 
We finished off the month of March with  56 and 53 
players on March 19 and 26, respectively.
On April the second we had 70 players. Great to see 
so many new faces (and of course), all our “familiar” 
faces, too! We have done some recruiting and have 
gotten some new recruits to sign up to help. Thanks 
to Debi Hodousek for designing and posting an 
ad on the webpage helping us to recruit. Much 
appreciated, Deb.  
Since I last made a report, the jackpot has gone off. 
On April 2nd, Connie Cowley and Virginia Kist each 
yelled “Bingo” and won the jackpot game. They 
each received $ 495. Congratulations to Connie and 
Virginia!!!!
We are now in the beginning weeks of our next 10-
week maximum run for the jackpot.
Come on out and try your luck. We all have a great 
time, with the occasional disappointment of waiting 
for our number, which the caller does not find! But 
other than that, we love playing. I know you would 
too! Belated Happy Easter to all. Finally, the weather 
is coming around!

Book Club Notes 
By Margot Sullivan
The book we discussed 
in March certainly was a 
“hit.”  There were lots of 
comments about Lessons 
in Chemistry by Bonnie 

Garmus. The clever plot includes a funny and clever 
cooking show with Elizabeth Zott which was loved 
by many but not the male sponsor. Added to the 
book is a dog “Six-Thirty” who understands what 
people are saying and Elizabeth’s daughter Mad who 
manages to infiltrate the show. Mixed feelings about 
Elizabeth and by her chemistry peers add to the plot. 
Huge bestseller!
We will be discussing The Reading List by Sara 
Nisha Adams. A list of books that an unknown 
person feels everyone should read is found in a 
library book at a public library in London.  Teenager 
Aleisha sees the list and begins sharing some of 
the titles with various people. I was amazed at how 
clever this list entered the lives of several characters 
young and old. Each book transports the reader 
to understand some joy and sorrow in their life. 
Surprising delight of a novel! The novel is partly 
inspired by Sara’s grandfather finding a connection 
with his granddaughter through books!
I managed to do it again! Go to the public library, 
see a paperback mystery that looks good, pay $1.00, 
and go home happy. Several days later, pick up the 
book to start it and sure enough I had read the book! 
So now what I will read, that is easy? Back to the 
library to pick up the Book Club book for May The 
Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles. Its 1954 and 
several boys plan to head to California but not all 
goes the way it should.  I just started the book. At 
our clubhouse library I found a good paperback to 
read at night Home by Harlan Coben. Two boys are 
kidnapped and ten years later only one returns home! 
Long before I came to New Jersey I was reading 
Harlan Coben.  At an American Library Association 
convention, I went right up to him (he is tall) and 
said I liked his books! My library friend was jealous!
Reading and libraries are great! 

Neighbors Lending a Hand is a program 
developed by volunteers in the Four 
Seasons community to help assist the 
elderly and physically limited neighbors 
who are burdened by disability, loss of a 
partner, or caregiver responsibilities that 
make it difficult to perform important tasks 
for themselves. Those tasks include basic 
errands and/or shopping rides, help with 
meals, dog walking, and helping with trash/
recycling. Additionally, we can provide 
simple maintenance tasks, such as changing 
filters and  light bulbs and simple plumbing 
and electricity help. We are also available 
for providing emotional support and 
companionship for those residents who are 
not able to leave the house.  Should you  need 
our help or know of a neighbor who  may 
benefit from our assistance, please feel free 
to call/text Gail Ward-Kajander at 609-602-
2542 or email at kajandergail@comcast.net
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Fraud Report 
By Della Scherl

AARP Fraud Watch Network       
The IRS is warning us that one of the longest 
running imposter scams is using the IRS. The call 
begins with a robotic call, that is, you have to press 
a number to speak to someone or call back. Know 
that the IRS NEVER initiates contact by a phone 
call. They use mail, even in the case of a delinquent 
account. The imposters often have sophisticated 
machinery that can make it look like the call came 
from the IRS. They may even say that you have a 
refund coming and to press a number to talk to a 
person.
There is NO federal agency that asks for payment by 
means of a gift card or Wire transfer. If that happens, 
be aware that the contact is 100% SCAM!!
If you think you may owe taxes, call the IRS at 800-
829-1040 or visit irs.gov/balancedue.
With spring vacations in mind, AARP is reminding 
you that many scammers may have fake vacation 
sites. They may even bear a physical resemblance 
to the real site. The deals may seem really excellent. 
Car rental rates might look terrific. You may come 
across a host who wants you to pay in a way outside 
of the app. Before you book, do a search with the 
company name and the word “scam” or “complaint” 
or “review” attached. 
The AARP has a program entitled “ReST.” They are 
hour-long, confidential phone small groups led by 
trained facilitators and are designed for people who 
have been affected by fraud or scam. 
Please visit www.aarp.org/fraudsupport to learn 
more.

I was watching a Charley Rose interview with 
Sean Penn (1988). The discussion centered around 
Penn’s directing career as opposed to his acting 
filmography. He had directed two movies around 
that period…Indian Runner and Crossing Guard. 
Both, very well-done presentations. It was at this 
point that Penn discussed his personal life and 
his newborn child. He said….I NOW HAVE AN 
ACHILLES HEEL. Having a child makes you 
different…more concerned about security, marriage, 
and death. The phrase “Achilles heel” became the 
catalyst for this column. I construe Achilles heel 
as a vulnerability…no coincidence so does the 
dictionary. So, what characters in movies had their 
roles dominated by a vulnerability to a feeling, habit, 
or their personality. Taking my magic memory ride, I 
quickly came up with my first role.
The vulnerability of Sonny Corleone ( Jimmy Caan) 
in the movie Godfather 1 was his temper and 
culminated in the most horrific, violent massacre in 
movie history. You remember, he got the call from 
his sister that her husband Carlo was beating her 
up again. This was a set up to get him to leave his 
compound alone. He bites his hand, gets in his car 
as Robert Duvall tries to stop him…and off he goes 
to the causeway. At the toll booth, he gives the toll 
taker a dollar as a car stalls in front of him. The toll 
taker drops the change and is gone. Sonny looks 
around as men in the toll booth across the way rise 
with machine guns. Then, men in the car in front 
of him also get out with machine guns. The bullets 
spray the windshield and penetrate Sonny as he gets 
out of the car. As he lays dead, a gunman riddles his 
body once again and then kicks him. A piece of glass 
falls...and it is over. 
Paul Newman as fast Eddie Felson in the The 
Hustler was shooting pool with Minnesota Fats 
(Jackie Gleason} and was ahead until his drinking 
and destructive personality caught up with him. He 
gave all his money back to “Fats”. In a similar scene, 
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Steve McQueen as The Cincinnati Kid misjudged 
Edward G Robinson. “I’ll take your marker kid”…
and the kid is in. Robinson lays down the queen high 
straight, the camera rolls in on McQueen’s face. It’s 
over and the kid is relegated to  pitching pennies 
with the young boy.
In the movie Deer Hunter, Christopher Walken’s 
addiction to drugs led him back to a fascination to 
Russian Roulette….which he was exposed to during 
the Viet Nam War. As he points the gun to his temple 
with Robert DeNiro pleading with him to stop….
the gun goes off. DeNiro tries to stop the blood from 
gushing but to no avail. DeNiro (Michael) had tried 
to restore Nick’s (Walken) memory of the past. He 
talks about hunting when he told Nick to always 
just take one shot. Before Nick pulls the trigger, he 
smiles and says “one shot”…he remembered.
As is with many movies, alcoholism led many movie 
roles down the wrong path. There have been many 
movies that depicted the crutch of needing that next 
drink. One movie was Days of Wine and Roses 
with Jack Lemmon and Lee Remick. A married 
couple, both need the bottle to have a good time. In 
the climatic greenhouse scene, Lemmon is looking 
for a bottle he hid there. It is powerful. Ray Milland, 
in his award winning  The Lost Weekend, may 
be the best along with Albert Finney in Under the 
Volcano.  
Coming to terms with your beliefs or having them 
being challenged is what Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner all about. Not so much for Kate Hepburn 
but more so with Spencer Tracy. They always 
considered themselves liberals when it came to 
civil rights…until Sidney Poitier came along. Liz 
Taylor had many a man succumb to her charms in 
movies as well as real life. Monty Clift fell in love 
with her “the first time I saw you” in A Place in 
The Sun. True friends in real life but many thought 
lovers also. Laurence Harvey’s passion for Gloria in 
Butterfield 8 caused him to leave his wife. Weston 
and Gloria were never meant to be as Liz rides off 
and dies in a car accident.
 Kim Novak captured James Stewart in Vertigo 
and William Holden in Picnic. Lauren Bacall told 
Humphrey Bogart to “put your lips together and 
blow’ whenever you want me”…from To Have and 
Have Not. Burt Lancaster lost his less than desirable 

ways to Jean Simmons from Elmer Gantry….and 
so it goes. 
There is a reverse Achilles heel. Clark Gable tells 
Vivian Leigh…“frankly my dear I don’t give a 
damn”...as she now wants him in Gone with the 
Wind. There is another scene with Gable that is one 
of the most sensitive in movie history. At the end of 
the movie Misfits.  Monroe is in a truck with Gable. 
She gets out to unleash her dog . As she gets back 
in,  he says  ”I bless you girl.” Sadly, a short time 
after completion of the movie…Monty, Marilyn and 
Clark were gone.
The Academy Awards are over. I have seen all the 
nominated movies except Avatar. In my humble 
opinion…the best movie was All Quiet on The 
Western Front. Where the Academy’s brains were 
in their selection of Everything etc. and Jamie Lee 
Curtis is beyond me.
Alan can be reached at South Philadelphia 
High School’s gym, Broad and Snyder Avenue, 
Philadelphia…  making  27-foot jump shots.
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Ma In Ispagna Son Gia Mille E Tre*
By Joel Ollander
The overhead florescent lights danced by in quick 
succession, casting a haze-like glow against the 
ceiling and bare white walls.  We were moving 
down a long, silent corridor, deep in the bowls of the 
building.  I was lying face up on a moving gurney, 
being propelled by a stocky, twenty-something 
young man.  Our destination was the operating room 
(OR) of AtlantiCare Mainland Hospital.
I had been diagnosed with an ‘unstable angina,’ 
which meant there was evidence of a blockage 
in one or more of my arteries.  That condition – 
known as Coronary Artery Disease (CAD) – could, 
if untreated, lead to a heart attack. So I was about 
to undergo a Percutaneous Coronary Intervention 
(PCI), commonly referred to as an ‘angioplasty and 
stenting.’ 
I had been offered two levels of sedation prior to 
being wheeled to the OR: a small amount to help 
me relax, or a more fulsome dose to put me to sleep.  
I opted for the former as I wanted to be awake to 
follow the progress of the procedure.
As we entered the OR I could neither see nor hear 
anyone in the small, square room, brightly lit by 
a battery of strong klieg lights making everything 
around me appear milky white.  Suddenly there 
were four young men and women around me.  They 
spoke softly as they placed me on the operating 
table in one swift yet gentle movement.  Then they 
disappeared, and all was silent once again.  
Above and to my left was a large computer screen 
which I learned subsequently was used by the doctor 
to follow the path of the pre-surgery injected dye in 
order to find where the arterial blockage was located.  
Once found, a balloon-like instrument would open 
up the clogged artery, and then a tubular stent would 
be permanently placed there to keep the blood 
flowing correctly through the affected area.
“How are you doing, Joel?” asked Dr. Van 
Hook.  He had come into the room, and was now 
standing above and to my right, “I’m fine, but very 
disappointed,” I replied. “Why?” he asked.  
“In every movie or TV show I’ve ever seen, 
there always was music playing in the OR – from 
Beethoven to Billy Joel; from Lady Gaga to the 

Mormon Tabernacle Choir. But there’s no music 
here today.  So I feel cheated! What can we do about 
it?”  
“I don’t know,” he replied. “How would it be if I 
sang?” I asked. “Be my guest,” he said.
And so, while enduring the procedure in the hospital 
operating room, I began singing an aria from one 
of the most popular Italian operas - Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni! 
The Don is the original ‘womanizer,’ a dashing 
figure found in many classic stories about sex, 
seduction, and deception (Don Jose in Spanish; 
Don Juan in French; Casanova in English, etc.). 
He is rumored to have had his way with scores of 
unsuspecting women be they young or old, beautiful 
or ugly, rich or poor.
In Mozart’s operatic rendition of this lusty tale, the 
Don treats his man servant Leporello very poorly 
– no paid vacations, no pension plan, no medical 
insurance, no sick leave – and so the butler wants to 
do something to hurt his master.  Leporello knows 
that the Don has cast his eye on the lovely and 
innocent Donna Elvira, hoping to make her his next 
victim.  He decides to tell the young lady of the 
Don’s many conquests in hopes she will therefore 
refuse his advances.  Such a rebuff would seriously 
injure the Don’s enormous pride, and offer Leporello 
a measure of revenge. 
In the famous ‘Catalogue Aria,’ Leporello lists 
for Donna Elvira the Don’s sexual peccadillos: in 
Italy – 640; in Germany – 231; in France – 100; in 
Turkey – 91; but in Spain – 1003!! (*Ma in Ispagne 
son gia mille e tre!).  He then closes the aria with the 
admonition, “If she wears a skirt, you know what he 
does!”
My performance ended at the very moment that 
a stent was being inserted into my left anterior 
descending artery…oh great joy! 
Now with both the operation and performance 
concluded, I was placed back on the gurney for the 
return trip to the recovery area.  However, I heard no 
excited applause, received no bouquet of beautiful 
flowers, and read no wildly ecstatic, complimentary 
reviews of my singing in the New York Times.  Yes, I 
know.  I should be thankful that the procedure likely 
saved me from a heart attack, but my one chance for 
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fame and operatic stardom lay crushed and fallen on 
the OR floor!
A heartfelt ‘Thank you’ to: Dr. Frances Loftus, 
Atlantic Pulmonary and Critical Care, who 
diagnosed the problem and expedited my seeing a
cardiologist the very next day; Dr. Jeffrey Van
Hook, Atlantic Care Physicians Group -
Cardiology, who expertly performed the procedure 
within one week of the problem’s  discovery; Jason, 
my nurse after surgery and until discharge from 
the hospital who ministered tirelessly and with 
good humor to my needs; and last, yet first, to wife 
Phyllis and daughter Rachel who were with me all 
the way…all the time!   
Does this story sound familiar? This is a second 
showing….better the second time around!
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The Joy of Collecting
By Susan Joy

Welcome to “The Joy of 
Collecting” Four Season’s own 
version of The Antiques Road 
Show!

We all have a collectable item or two that was 
handed down or purchased years ago on a trip or 
at an estate sale and often wonder if it’s a rare 18th 
century heirloom or simply a tourist souvenir…
hopefully this column can help you identify your 
collectables history & possible value in today’s 
market. Hopefully all readers will find an interest in 
your “treasures” history!

Each month I will pick 2-3 items to research and 
showcase in the column. If you have an item of 
interest that you’d like to find more info on and 
its possible value, please email me clear pictures 
taken from several angles along with as much 
information you can provide, including dimensions, 
colors & provenance. Please no jewelry or sports 
memorabilia.

Q. I am helping a dear friend pack in anticipation 
of a move to 
his daughter’s 
home. Space is 
limited at his 
new residence, 
so we are 
trying to purge 
items he no 
longer has 
use for. Some 
are getting 
trashed, some 

donated but we are curious if anyone still collects 
old lighters? His collection started with his Father 
many years back so some of these may be from the 
1940’s or 50’s. T.L. Manchester Village.

A. I am glad something “sparked” your curiosity 
to pull these aside and inquire as these can be a 
valuable collectable. Smoking accessories waned in 
popularity once smoking cigarettes went out of style 
for health reasons. But there is an uptick now that 
marijuana is legal in many states.

Founded in 1932 by George G. Blaisdell, the Zippo 
Manufacturing Company began with this idea of 
creating a quality product that worked every time. 
His idea started at a dinner dance at a local country 
club where he watched a friend fumble with an 
Austrian made lighter. Blaisdell cobbled together 
$800 despite the hard economic times caused by the 
Depression and set up shop in a workshop located 
in the little town of Bradford, Pennsylvania There 
he made improvements to the design, Blaisdell 
fabricated a rectangular case and attached the top 
of the lighter to the case with a hinge. He retained 
the chimney design that protected the flame under 
adverse conditions. The result was a lighter that 
looked good and was easy to operate. He played 
around with names for the lighter brand and liked 
the sound of the word “zipper,” he settled on Zippo 
as he felt it sounded modern.

Not only did they produce a quality lighter, but the 
company was also genius in embracing logo themed 
lighters or advertising lighters early on. The first 
company, Bradford’s Kendall Refining Company, 
placed an order for 500 Zippo lighters in 1935. 
These are highly sought after by collectors today and 
sell for big money!

The birth of the sports series began in 1937. The 
first sports model sold for $2.75 and was named the 
275! Early years saw sports models of golfers and 
fishermen…later pro sports team logos were added 
to the line.

In 1956 Zippo introduced the Slim lighter series to 
appeal to women…this line is still in production.

The Zippo lighter developed into a symbol of the 
American armed forces during the Vietnam War. 
American soldiers fighting in Vietnam would often 
have their Zippo lighters engraved with a variety 
of personal mottos or slogans, that reflected their 
thought and views on the conflict of the war they 
were fighting. 

Vietnam war lighters are now valuable collectors’ 
items, some fetching huge amounts in auctions.

Not much mechanically has changed with Zippo but 
after WWII these lighters developed into a popular 
fashion accessory being produced with very artistic 
designs. Remember…many adults smoked cigarettes 
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back in the day so a Zippo was in most pockets and 
purses!

Zippo quickly became a cultural icon and was 
widely used in movies, television, and advertising.  
Determining the date of a Zippo lighter is easy. 
Because Zippo founder George G. Blaisdell offered 
a lifetime guarantee, the bottom of each Zippo 
lighter made since the mid-1950s was encoded with 
a series of markings so he could identify which run 
of lighters was being returned for repairs. What 
began as a quality control tool for Mr. Blaisdell has 
become a collector’s dream and a way to precisely 
date most Zippo lighters. 

By 2014, Zippo production surpassed the milestone 
of 500 million lighters since the first one rolled of 
the assembly line in early 1933.To commemorate 
this milestone, the 500th Millionth Limited-
Edition Replica was introduced! This highly 
collectible beauty features the manufacturer’s 
extremely popular Brushed Chrome finish, 
adorned with eye-catching two-tone engraving. 
Approximately 50,000 were made, and each one has 
its own serial number.

As part of the brand’s now famous, unconditional 
lifetime guarantee, if your Zippo lighter breaks, you 
can get it repaired for free. Over the years, Zippo has 
made more than 8 million repairs without charging 
a single customer! Hence their motto…” It works or 
we fix it for free.”

On October 3, 1978, company founder and industry 
legend Mr. Zippo, George G. Blaisdell passed away; 
he would have been astounded that his product has 
surpassed 500 million sold! The company is owned 
by George’s grandson, George B. Duke.

Fun Facts

• The first Zippo sold for $1.95
• Zippo manufactures an 18-karat gold custom 

Zippo lighter that sells for over $12,000.
• In 2003, a vintage 1933 original model Zippo 

lighter sold for over $18,000 at a swap meet in 
Tokyo

• the 75th Anniversary celebration in 2007, Zippo 
sold an almost mint condition 1933 model for 

over $37,000!

Your lot includes several advertising lighters, 
these are always popular if there are recognizable 
company names. I would keep these as a lot and sell 
on eBay or an auction site where the lot may fetch at 
least $800-$1000.

Susan Joy is a Four Season’s resident. She 
has honed her extensive researching skills and 
collectables knowledge via years of retail, estate 
liquidation and online sales experience. She loves 
collecting old postcards and vintage toys.

She is not a certified appraiser and the 
information provided is for entertainment 
purposes only. 

Please send your submissions to Susan at 
willowtreeestatesales@gmail.com

Unfortunately, due to time & space limits, not all 
submissions can be responded to.
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THOMAS OLSON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
30 year Smithville resident Tom Olson is a 
Licensed Electrical Contractor Lic # 8076 

Reasonable Rates For All Your
Home Electrical Needs. 

Call Cell 609-204-3014 or 609-652-6557
Find us in the Yellow Pages!

Rise’n Shine
House Cleaning Services
Residential & Construction

Rise’n Shine off ers the best quality and service at
an aff ordable price. With 20 years of experience, we 

guarantee satisfaction! Call now for a FREE ESTIMATE
cleaningrisenshine@yahoo.com

(609) 317-6898

Crotty Rehab Physical Therapy
Outpatient Therapy in YOUR HOME
Bill Crotty, MSPT Veteran Owned Business

Medicare and VA Certifi ed, Most Insurance Accepted

Phone: 609-372-4532 Fax: 609-372-4519

Email: crottyrehab@gmail.com

WILLOW TREE
ESTATE SALES

Estate, Downsizing & Moving Sale Services
Susan Joy, Owner
609-412-3189

willowtreeestatesales@gmail.com
Ask About Our Four Seasons Discount

House Calls for Foot Care
Dr. David Carrozzino

Please call 
(856) 845-5515 for an appointment.

Most Insurance Plans and Medicare Accepted

*Diabetic shoes dispensed

GGrraaff  EElleeccttrriicc  LLLLCC  
“Let us Take Charge of Your Electrical Needs” 

Lic #: 18586      Residential/Commercial 
Office: (609) 488-2907           Cell: (908) 783-5489 

Email: grafelectricllc@gmail.com 
Christopher Graf - Owner 

ROCKWELL ESTATE SALES LLC
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

ESTATE SALES, MOVING, DOWNSIZING 
LIQUIDATION, CLEANOUT SERVICES

Kimberly Donati, Owner
PHONE (609)226-9315 Trustrockwell.com

FOX RehabilitationFOX Rehabilitation
PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL,

& SPEECH THERAPY
Celebrating 25 years -

Providing HOUSE CALLS for older adults.
We treat wherever you are!

“Be Stronger, Live Better Longer”
CONTACT Lisa:  609.744.0039

www.foxrehab.orgwww.foxrehab.org

Airport Chariot®

Car Service & Limousine
“Not Just Airports!”

Low rates and reliable service since 2000

609-748-3506
airportchariot@gmail.com Facebook.com/Airport Chariot

Caregiver/Companion
By Polish Woman

24/7 Live-in With Elderly
Drives and has a car

Personal Care • Meal Preparation • Laundry
House Cleaning • Activities of Daily Life

Please Call 856-879-8410
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Trying To Reach The Senior Market?Trying To Reach The Senior Market?

We Publish The Official Community NewspapersWe Publish The Official Community Newspapers
For 97 NJ Adult CommunitiesFor 97 NJ Adult Communities

Toll Free  (888) 637-3200  •  information@SeniorPublishing.netToll Free  (888) 637-3200  •  information@SeniorPublishing.net
www.SeniorPublishing.netwww.SeniorPublishing.net

•  Priced To Fit Your Budget
•  Multiple Month Discounts
•  6 Month Pre-Payment Special

If Your Business Caters To NJ’s Senior Citizens
You Need To Contact Senior Publishing

One Phone Call Puts You In Touch With
Over 84,000 Senior Community Readers.
100% Coverage In Over 95 Communities!

Senior Publishing CompanySenior Publishing Company
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50+ Americans Account For Nearly 50+ Americans Account For Nearly 
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MBC POWERWASHING
*Homes*Decks*Fences*Patios

*Driveways*Gutters*Sidewalks*Windows
And so much more...

Over 15 years experience
Group Discounts Available

Call Matt (609) 576-0848

Dryer Vent and Air Duct
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Dryer Vents need to be cleaned once a year  •  Improve Air Quality
Decrease Odors & Allergens

Extend life of your upholstered furniture by getting it cleaned
Mold Remediation  •  Water Loss Repair

30 Years of Local Experience  •  Plenty of References
Breatheincleanair@gmail.com

Insured & Bonded  •  Accept Major Credit Cards
Sunshine Cleaning

Call for Free Estimate – 609-582-3069
10%10%10%10%10%10%10%10%10%10% OFF
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Residential & Commercial
Automatic Openers & Doors

Sales • Service • Installation
(609) 698-7033

John Clementson
njcoastaldoor@gmail.com

njcoastaldoor.com

Mirage 4S SMITHVILLE
SEABREEZE AT 

LACEY
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By Bob Simms

The Veterans Club is the only “Club or Committee” 
that opens every public meeting with a prayer and 
flag salute; and has been doing so since the very 

beginning.

Let’s Remember   This month the Veterans Club 
celebrates its 20th Birthday! Twenty-three current 
Four Seasons residents still remember their 
participation in decisions making along with 100 
other Vets between December 2002 and May 2003 
that helped create an outstanding Veterans Club. 
During those months, members wrote and approved 
the Club’s Charter, won Board of Trustees support, 
set annual dues at $10, elected officers, and decided 
it was time for a real party.

Abbott, Philip Nuebler, Karl
Annacone, Anthony Pukowski, Myron
Bandura, James Ragonesi, Angelo
Creegan, Patrick Schaffer, James
Crofton, Steve Schmidt, Richard
Desiderio, Louis Scibetta, Paul
Devece, Carmen Simms, Robert
Farneski, John Tridente, Peter
Hackbarth, Frank Trukowski, Stanley
Holtzin, Gene Voorhis, William
Jorgensen, Jan Wenz, William
Litz, Fritz

Let’s review each of these decisions in 2023’s light. 
Our Charter guides our actions, and is available on 
the Community Website for all to read. We have 
remained true to our original   purposes stated as 
giving U.S. Veterans living in Four Seasons: (1) 
a group to socialize and interact with; (2) attend 
presentations on various topics of Vet interest; (3) 
opportunity to contribute to charities of interest to 
Vets; and (4) the opportunity to promote goodwill 
within our community. 

We achieve these four purposes by hosting 
monthly meetings that allow for “coffee and 
conversation,” hosting thirty minutes for a 
formal briefing-type presentation, outreaching 
to the Four Seasons community for assistance 
in our charitable Operation Shoe Box, and 
inviting the community to share in attending 
our monthly meetings.  

At our May 2003 meeting, our first under 
our operating Charter, we inaugurated our 
first team of elected officers.  Bob Simms, 
President; Sal Di Napoli, Vice-President; 
Mike Perro, Treasurer, and Larry Sharpless, 
Secretary. Additionally, Frank Hackbarth 
accepted appointment as Membership 
Chairman, a post he held for the next nineteen 
years! The members also made plans for our 
first evening “Dining-Out” to honor Flag 
Day in June at the Smithville Inn, and for 
marching in the Galloway Independence 
Day Parade in July. The Club has continued 
these traditions even      during the recent 
pandemic.

Continuing another tradition, Vets will also 
remember our former Brothers and Sisters 
who have been called from this world, and 
now remain with us on plaques and in our 

hearts. Our solemn remembrance ceremony will be 
conducted in the clubhouse foyer during our May 
meeting.

U.S.  Flag Display Program- Frank Hackbarth 
has a good supply of flags to beautify Four Seasons 
streets for several 2023 months. To receive your 
quality curb-side mail box flag, please complete the 
forms near Kim’s work area.
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Continued from page 35
Operation Shoe Box   Our Club’s Shoe Box Project 
Officer, Nancy Schweiker writes “For the month 
of April 2023, I shipped four boxes to our troops 
overseas.  In March, I shipped a box to a soldier 
stationed in the Marshall Islands, which contained 
some requested DVDs (movies) not CDs (music).  
Please see the attached email he sent thanking Four 
Seasons for this package.  Once again, I want to 
thank all my kind and generous neighbors who 
enable me to do this month after month.  I have been 
shipping boxes since 2014 and it is still a pleasure, 
which is a direct reflection of all of your assistance 
and generosity.  Without you, there would not be an 
Operation Shoebox!  Donations needed are wipes, 
toothbrushes, cookies and more movie DVDs.  If 
you have any questions or need a pickup, please feel 
free to call me, Nancy Schweiker, at 609-241-8289.  
“And, once again, if you are unable, or do not wish 
to go to the store, I will gladly do the shopping for 
you.”  She shares the following note received from a 
Shoe Box recipient: 

“Good Morning Nancy:

The DVD’s and other treats arrived yesterday and 
were put immediately into the community center.  
Thank-you for helping me out with this project.

Have a great weekend.

Cheers,
Darryl P Lewis / Postal Clerk Senior / MWR 
Technician
Service Support
LOGCAP V - Kwajalein Atoll Task Order”

May 19th Field of Dreams.  Vet member Joe Brown 
writes that twenty years ago, the South Jersey Field 
of Dreams witnessed its first pitch to 30 physically 
challenged boy and girl baseball players at its new 
field in Absecon. Since then, over 600 youngsters 
have enjoyed a night at their ball park.  

Our Veterans Club has provided volunteers to 
staff their concession stand, and deliver hot dogs, 
pretzels, drinks and candy to hungry players, 
families and friends. This May, the FOD celebrates 
its 20th birthday, also. On May 19th Frank Miller, 
Judy & Karl Neubler, Ken & Susan Herman, 
and Al Zimmermann will represent our club at the 

concession stand again.

Look back to the April Meeting  

During opening ceremonies, Vets paused to present 
their “Slow Salute” to World War 2 Vet, Rolf Beer, 
who is remembered for his Naval service and love of 
golf.  Jim Cali then introduced Diane Rhea- Collins, 
Funeral Director for Wimberg Funeral Home, who 
helped attendees focus on end-of-life pre-planning 

decisions. She encouraged such planning in these 
less stressful times while removing these decisions 
from your children’s shoulders at some sadder future 
date.

Dianne began by presenting each attendee with 
a personal planning brochure that contained fact 
sheets, “to-do” lists and contact numbers for further 
assistance. She then “walked us through” each topic 
and answered many questions. 

First, she explained the burial options, and small 
differences between Estell Manor County Veterans 
Cemetery, General Doyle State Cemetery, and 
National Cemeteries that are free to Veterans, but 
differ in locations, markers, and vault charges. She 
then introduced us to the important “Appointment 
of Agent to Control the Funeral and Disposition of 
Remains” form and procedure that is an important 
piece of New Jersey Law that the layperson rarely 
knows about. Diane concluded by encouraging all 
to give serious thought to pre-needs, make your 
own decisions in a less stressful time, and to contact 
her at 609-965-0357 for follow-up questions and 
actions.

Emily Frazee (L), Wimberg Receptionist, and 
Diane Rhea-Collins (R), Funeral Director

FS Smithville

Smithville Community Assoc.
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And Ahead to June 
Attendees at our annual luncheon at the Smithville 
Inn on June 12th will be hearing from County 
Executive, Mr. Dennis Levinson, and Atlantic 
County Veterans representatives. This team will 
present the prestigious Atlantic County Veterans 
Service Medal to our qualifying members in 
attendance.

Jim Cali (L) Presented Club Mementos to Diane and Emily. Vet 
Dee Wells (R) assisted.

Calendar Marker: The Galloway Independence 
Day Parade is scheduled for Tuesday, July 4th with 
a rain-date of Saturday, July 8th. Following the 
parade, club members and their guests will gather 
on the pool deck for our very social July meeting! 
If you are a convertible owner who can drive a few 
Vets who can no longer stroll that distance, please 
volunteer by contacting Bob Simms at 609-404-
9318.

The Four Seasons Veterans Club meets the second 
Monday of each month at 1 PM in the clubhouse 
ballroom except in June (annual luncheon/dinner), 
and July (after the 4th of July Parade by the 
clubhouse grills). There is no meeting in December. 
The club is open to all Four Seasons residents who 
have served as regular or reserve members of the 
U.S. armed forces including the National Guard 
and Merchant Marine components. World War 2 
Veterans are non-dues paying Honorary Members. 
Auxiliary members (departed members widows and 
significant others), spouses, significant others, and 
interested non-Vets and neighbors are invited to 
attend.

FS Smithville

Smithville Community Assoc.
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