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Greenbriar II
Board of Trustees
President - Stan Miszczeski
Vice President - Rod Ravaioli
2nd Vice President - Robert Leach
Secretary - James Harris
Treasurer - Walt Tucker
Briar II News Editors
Colleen Tierney & Judy Muldoon
Briar II News Staff
Ren Relli, Louis Dorse,
Anne Marie Wudarski, Bill Gathercole
Circulation
Ron & Karen Duclos, Carrier Coordinator 732-295-3902
Kathy Berry, Lou & Ellen Dorse,
Bill & Enza Gathercole
Rita Hahn, Peg Jaeger, Anne Junda,
Gail Kvalkauskas, Barbara Mattson, Charles Nied,
Carmen Panfen, Connie Safran, Walt & Anne Tucker,
Ken & Shirley Weber, George Wudarski
These are the substitutes:
Kathleen Fahey,
Jan Lavance, Diane Mansfield,
Margie Nelson, Anna Patti, Bonnie Rosa,
Mary Ann Shukalo, Robert & Donna Heim,
Rich & Darlene Hollywood,
Teri Lewer, Pat Mokracek, Ed & Maureen Peterson
Policy
Contributions: We invite readers to send articles
of interest to the GB II community, including photographs, drawings, and letters to the editor. Material
must include the writer’s name. We also solicit your
opinions and your ideas for new articles.
Classified Advertisements are accepted only
from residents of GB II. They must not compete
directly with regular advertisements contained in
the paper.
For Advertising Contact:
Senior Publishing Company
1520 Washington Ave., Neptune, NJ 07753
888-637-3200
Deadline For All Advertising: Tenth day of the
month for insertion in following month’s issue.
EDITORIAL STATEMENT: The Briar II News
reserves the right to reject, edit or condense any
submissins to this publication. Articles that we
determine to be libelous, in poor taste, promote a
political agenda, are plagiarized or argumentative/
inflammatory will be rejected. We do not endorse
any services or items offered herein.

Board Meeting
Mon., January 23 @ 10:00 a.m.
Televised on Channel 97 at 10:00 a.m.

Deadlines

Deadline for submission of articles for the
February Issue of the Briar II News is January
3rd. You may leave articles in the office or hand
them to anyone on the newspaper staff. Thank you
for your cooperation.
Editorial Staff

CONTRIBUTORS

The Briar II News staff thanks the following people for
their contribution to this edition of the paper: R. Heim, A.
Leahy, A.M. Willcox, K. Duclos, R. Duclos, R. Naughton
and D. Priano.

Happy Belated
Birthday Wishes!
Michelle H. (Nov. 15)
& Kristi T. (Dec. 6)

THANK YOU NOTES

To GB II Community,
On behalf of the Hope Center in Toms River I would
like to personally thank all the residents of GB II for their
recent overwhelming generosity!!!!!
Volunteering at the food pantry I see first hand the need
for any and all donations! Clients who used to donate are
now seeking help to put food on the table for their families.
It is heartwrenching the stories we hear.
So from the bottom of my heart ...THANK YOU!!!!
I have never been more proud than I am right now to
say I worked at GB II for 36 years!!!!
Happy, Healthy and may 2023 be a better year for all
of us.
Warmest Regards,
Noreen Kelly
***

More Thank You Notes on page 4
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THANK YOU from page 3

December Collection

The generous residents of Greenbriar II raised $500
for each: Epiphany, St. Paul, House of Hope and Dottie’s
House!
Thank You from AnneMarie Willcox

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year Greetings to you all!
I hope you had a wonderful, happy holiday season. As
we look at the news, we realize how grateful we are to live
at Greenbriar II! May 2023 be a year filled with health and
happiness for all of you, and your families as well.
The snow removal equipment is now at the maintenance yard. My hope is that it sees no use this winter.
All the winter clubhouse activities are in full swing.
Being a part of them would be a great New Year’s Resolution! Just sayin’!
Many thanks to the R&A for all they do and to the
people who contribute to all of the donation drives, Toys
for Tots, etc. They are unsung heroes!
The Board continues to work on issues that benefit the
whole community. Meetings will resume this month ... so
try to attend if you can.
My very best to you all!
Stan Miszczenski, Board President

MANAGER’S NOTES

Hope everyone had a good Holiday Season and
I wish you all a very Happy and Healthy New Year.
I just wanted to mention some options for paying
your monthly maintenance fees. The office is still getting a number of calls regarding late fees associated
with mailing checks. Remember the maintenance fee
is due on the first of each month with an associated
grace period of 10 days. When checks are mailed on
or after the first of the month with the unfortunate
delays in the postal service and the time for check
processing, there is a good chance they will be late.
This includes those residents that use their bank’s Bill
Pay. The HOA is a small corporation and the bank in
turn mails a check out on the day you select for payment and is again subject to the postal services.
As alternatives the Management Company offers
an ACH Direct Debit in which the maintenance fee is
taken out of your checking account on the 4th of each
month. There is also online payment available with
CIT Property Pay (eCheck or Credit Card). This does
come with a service fee of 2.95%.
If you have any questions or are interested in
signing up for Direct Debit, contact the office at 732458-3400.

2023 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
TRUSTEE MEETINGS SCHEDULE - 10 AM
The regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on the 4th Monday of the month. This meeting will
be open to the membership and televised. Any Board Meeting is subject to time change for special business
interests or cancellation if there is no business to conduct.
JANUARY
23
FEBRUARY
27
MARCH
27
6:30pm
APRIL
24
MAY
22
JUNE
26
6:30pm Annual Meeting
JULY
24
AUGUST
28
6:30pm
SEPTEMBER
25
OCTOBER
23
6:30pm Financial Meeting
NOVEMBER
27
DECEMBER
26
(Tuesday)
Formal action may be taken at all meetings if necessary.
Please check Comcast Channel 97, GBII Webpage (Greenbriar2.com), or clubhouse bulletin boards
for any changes in meeting time or meeting cancellations.
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Winter Storm Policies & Procedures
Township of Brick
Updated November 2022
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MEET OUR NEW RESIDENTS
By Judy Muldoon, Photos by Marie Pausz, Marie Karpeles and Michelle Hanson

Let’s say a warm “Hello” to Eileen and Ben McLaughlin from South River! Ed is retired from Turnpike maintenance, and Eileen was a senior lab co-ordinator at Evoec
US in Princeton. The couple likes swimming, reading,
reading, walking, baking and research.
***

Welcome to Lucille Ponsoda who comes from Springfield, NJ. She was a teacher in Newark for 35 years! Her
interests are many: reading, exercising, walking, movies,
socializing, playing cards, dancing, swimming, babysitting, etc. Wow. I’m sure she will fit in and find her niche
here at Greenbriar II. She enjoys getting to know people
and helping others.

Give a hearty welcome to Rita and Chris Moran who
have lived in Manasquan and Osprey, Florida! Both are
retired: Chris from law enforcement and head of security at
Emigrant Bank and Rita from Mt. Sinai Hospital in NYC as
an oncology nurse. They list golf as their particular interest.
Declined photo.

Roll out the red carpet for Carole Hoolihan who, after
living in Sharpsburg, GA for 7 years, returned to Jackson,
NJ before moving to Greenbriar II.
She was a mammography technician.
Her interests range from walking and
reading to sewing.
ads-2132
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VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION - NOVEMBER 11, 2002
Honoring those who served
By Judy Muldoon Photos by Anne Marie Willcox

It’s fitting for us to
honor our veterans for
the sacrifices many have
made for our country in
the name of freedom and
democracy. This year
was no exception. The
clubhouse was suitably
decorated in flags and
patriotic colors. A huge
American flag displayed
on the stage among flickering lights set the tone for the evening. Cookies donated
by Willow Springs and coffee were provided on each table.
Leading the events was Rod Ravaioli, who opened with
prayer and spoke of why we celebrate Veteran’s Day on the
11th of the 11th month. A poem written by a middle-school
boy was read by Judy Muldoon, and the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard presented the colors. Recorded patriotic
music aided the singing. Central to the proceedings was
the table set for the Missing Man, a tribute to those who
didn’t come home. Several of our vets participated in the
touching service, carrying hats to the table that represented
the branch in which they served. John Gazers of K of C
presided. A wreath was presented by Harry Clayton and
placed beneath the American flag.
A moving video was shown about troops of today and
in the past who left families to fight for freedom. A few
people were seen wiping their eyes.
Participants received a lap robe made by the Greenbriar
II crocheters.
These events do not happen without the efforts of leadership, and our thanks go to Kathy LaPoint and the R&A
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for making the evening a meaningful one. Thank you, too,
to those who served behind the scenes! Thank you to all
who came to honor all veterans. A collection was taken
for the “Send a Hero Home” project that will go toward
providing financial assistance to local enlisted men and
women to travel home for the holidays. So far the project
has raised a half-million dollars for transportation for over
1,000 military personnel.

WINNERS OF TEXAS HOLD’EM
Nina Zamarra & Ray Hohlman

REAL SNOW BIRDS THE SLATE-COLORED JUNCO

By Colleen Tierney
These very small, quick birds follow the cold. They
only show up in these parts during winter and especially
when there’s snow. Like the beautiful Cardinal, they are
ground feeders. If you want to attract Cardinals and other
species that eat seed from the ground you must scatter the
seeds or use a “platform feeder”.
The most preferred seed by nearly all species is
BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER. Also good are uncooked oats,
any commercial suet blocks/wild birdseed, peanut butter,
shelled or unshelled peanuts. NO BREAD (little nutritional
value and can hurt the “crop” and digestive system.)

KARAOKE NIGHT FEVER!

By Dennis Priano
If you weren’t there you missed some of the biggest
names in the karaoke business. Breaking the ice, our night
started off with our host Carol singing Patsy Cline’s ...
She’s Got You .... the applause followed a great lead off,
then little by little other guests stepped up to the mic for
their moment in the spotlight singing songs such as Leaving
on a Jet Plane and I Will Survive. Angelo made his debut
performance with Louis Primo’s Just a Gigolo. I finally
got up enough liquid courage to do Achy Breaky Heart
by Billy Cyrus, with some help from Marie and the line
dancers. Thanks Marie!
Then we had Ken bring the house down with Peaceful
Easy Feeling. Great job as always Ken! Closing out the
night was the duo of Robert and Angelo with their backup
singers doing Frank Sinatra’s My Way!
As it turns out, a fun night was had by all. A thanks
to all who helped with some technical issues and another
shout-out to Carol, for breaking the ice and getting us off
our couches on our now cold and dark wintery nights for
some needed fun and laughs!

DON’T QUIT

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low ana the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.
Life is strange with its twists and turns
As everyone of us sometimes learns
And many a failure comes about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’t give up though the pace seems slowYou may succeed with another blow.

For Advertising Contact
Senior Publishing Company
at 1-888-637-3200

Success is failure turned inside outThe silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hitIt’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.
For all the sad words of tongue or pen
The saddest are these: “It might have been!”
-John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)
JANUARY 2023
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“CAN DO” - THE FIGHTING SEABEES
By Louis A. Dorse

I took the title of this article, “The Fighting Seabees”
from a 1943 movie. It starred John Wayne and an up-andcoming young actress named Susan Hayward. The movie
was a fictitious account of the creation of the U.S. Navy’s
Construction Battalions (Seabees) which proved to be so
vital on the road to victory in WW II. Here’s the real story.
After the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, and our
declaration of war against Germany and Japan it became
apparent that the victory lay in adopting a strong military
initiative. This was especially true of the Pacific Theatre,
the immense expanse of the Pacific Ocean dotted with dozens of heavily defended Japanese islands. The capture of
these bastions was essential to the final invasion of Japan.
The U.S. Navy realized that in addition to the immense
military force necessary for victory, our fighting men
would need the support of a construction force capable of
performing a diversity of prolific building and construction
undertakings. This essential task was turned over to Rear
Admiral Ben Morrell. Morrell realized that civilian contractors were unsuited for carrying out construction tasks while
under fire in close proximity to the Marines and soldiers
just yards ahead of them. Also, under international law
civilian contractors in a combat zone could be considered
guerilla fighters and subject to execution if taken prisoner.
This happened to 90 civilian contractors who were taken
prisoner by the Japanese after they captured Wake Island
in December of 1942. The Japanese marched them to the
beach and machine gunned every one of them. Thus the
U.S. Navy Construction Battalions came into existence.
Construction and trade workers knowledgeable in every
craft conceivable were recruited into the Construction Battalions. The Navy allowed quite a bit of leniency to these
men when it came to age requirements, being that quite a
few of them were already in their forties and fifties.
Frank J. Lafrate, an artistically talented file clerk
stationed at the Quonset Point Naval Base, was asked

So, when we reach the “Isle of Japan,”
With our hats at a jaunty tilt,
We’ll enter the city of Tokyo,
On the roads the Seabees built.

www.BrickNJSmiles.com

All Types of Dentistry Performed
Senior Citizen 10% Discount
In-House Benefit Dental Plan Available
In-House Implant Surgeon

$309

NJ Monthly Top Dentist

1608 Route 88, Suite 111, Brick, NJ 08724

732-458-8200
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to come up with a Disney-type emblem symbolizing the
Construction Battalions. After various failed attempts,
Lafrate came up with the idea of the angry, sailor-capped
bumblebee armed with both tools and a blazing machine
gun ferociously diving on the enemy. His reasoning was
the bee is an industrious worker who won’t bother you unless you bother him. The title “Seabee” is actually a play
on words taken from the first two letters C and B from
Construction Battalion.
Volunteers poured in by the thousands to enlist in this
select group. After undergoing regular Navy Basic Training, the volunteers were sent to Camp Peary or Camp
Lejeune to hone their construction specialties. Because
they would be in the thick of combat, working right behind
the Marines, they next underwent six weeks of advanced
infantry training at Camp Pendleton under the auspices of
the U.S. Marine Corps. This proved to be essential, because
in early 1943 the Seabees were ordered to land with the
Marines on the tenaciously defended beachheads.
As our Marines and soldiers contended in ferocious
combat with the Japanese, the Seabees were only yards
behind them unloading cargo, building airfields, laying
landing strips, building medical facilities, erecting communication centers and anti-aircraft emplacements. It wasn’t
unusual for the men of the Construction Battalions to put
their labor aside, pick up their weapons and join with the
Marines in combat. The Construction Battalions also performed credibly in Europe, taking part in the invasions of
North Africa, Sicily and the D-Day landing in Normandy
where they constructed artificial harbors and cleared the
beach of obstacles. Their motto “CAN DO” is no accident.
As the Seabees themselves used to brag, “The difficult we
do now. The impossible takes a little longer.”
Without these fighting Seabees, victory in WW II
would have been impossible. The Seabees sustained more
than 200 combat deaths and received over 2000 Purple
Hearts, not to mention 33 Silver Star Awards for valor
under fire and five Navy Crosses.
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Y2K: THE MILLENNIUM BUG
By Judy Muldoon

Twenty-two years ago, as people were ringing in a
new millennium, some were also preparing for a disaster
commonly known as Y2K (Year 2000). People feared
turning over to the year 2000 might cause computers to
crash worldwide. That’s because many computer programs
allowed only two digits for the year (i.e., 99 instead of
1999). In other words, it was unclear what would happen
once we entered a new millennium.
The change was expected to bring down computer
systems and infrastructures: Banking and power plants
were threatened by the Y2K Bug. Transportation and
airlines would be put at risk. This led to the Y2K scare.
Some people were prepared for apocalyptic outcomes if
computers did end up crashing
Time magazine had the words “The End of the World!”
on its January 18, 1999 issue. Other publications issued
“Y2K Checklists,” which advised people to have medicine, a few days’ cash and up-to-date paper records of all
financial transactions. Some families even went as far as
setting up emergency bunkers in their basements to ride
out the feared impending apocalypse.
Some of the book titles out there:
“V2 Survival Guide”
“V2K: An Action Plan to Protect Yourself, Your Family, Your Assets on January 1, 2000”
“V2K for Women: How to Protect Your Home and
Family in the Coming Crisis”
“Deadline V2K”
“V2K Emergency Preparedness Handbook”
“What will Become of us? Counting Down to V2K”
Experts in Canada suggested that prudent citizens
should treat this New Year’s Eve like any other potential
winter emergency. Below are some precautions they suggest:
Drinking water-3 liters per day per person, and extra
for cooking and cleaning; cannedfood and dry goods
that do not need to be cooked, such as baked beans, tuna,
crackers and peanut butter Disposable cups and plates,
a manual can opener and a bottle opener Have alternate
cooking equipment available, such as an outdoor barbecue.

• Flashlights and spare batteries - A battery-operated
radio for news bulletins, candles and waterproof matches
or a lighter - A first-aid kit - At least one week’s supply of
medication and copies of prescriptions - Warm blankets
or sleeping bags, Dry wood for a fireplace, - Gas up the
car. If the garage door is electric, consider parking the
car outside, at least a few days’ cash on hand, including
coins for a pay telephone Up-to-date paper records of all
financial transactions; save the most recent statements and
current withdrawal and deposit receipts.
Software and hardware companies raced to fix the
bug and provided “Y2K compliant” programs to help.
The simplest solution was the best: The date was simply
expanded to a four-digit number. Governments, especially
in the United States and the United Kingdom, worked to
combat the problem, spending an estimated $300 billion
(almost half in the US).
In the end, there were very few problems. Countries
such as Italy, Russia and South Korea had done little to
prepare for Y2K. They had no more technological problems
than those countries like the U.S.
January, 2000 dawned and computerized systems were
unharmed. The news reports of relief filled the airwaves
throughout the country and the world. Soon accusations
came that the likely incidence of failure had been greatly
exaggerated from the beginning.
Those who had worked in Y2K - compliance efforts
insisted that the threat had been real. Many skeptics believe
it was barely a problem at all. Due to the lack of results,
many people dismissed the Y2K bug as a hoax or an endof-the-world cult.
****
World’s First Computer Bug
On September 9, 1947, a team of computer scientists
reported the world’s first computer bug - a moth trapped
in their computer at Harvard University.
“First actual case of bug being found,” according to the
brainiacs at Harvard. The engineers who found the moth
were the first to literally “debug” a machine.
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BAKE SALE

Thank you to our GBII community residents who
brought their specialty baked goods to suport our Craft &
Vendor Fair Bakery. YOU ROCK!
Peggy Artz
Nancy Miszczenski
Adele Carugo
Judy Muldoon
Joan Carugo
Angela Noto
Chrigtine Denigrig
Terri Niemczyk
Virginia Foran
Evelyn Peters
Enza Gatheroole
Maureen Peterson
Mary Gibson
Maureen Porter
Pat Hauser
Rod & Camille Ravaioli
Darlene Hollywood
Mary Ann Shukalo
Mary Jane Homan
Lori Stahlin
Peg Johnson
Anne Tucker
Sissie Jones
Kim Walling
Marie Karpeles
Sue Wheeler
Abbe Lonker
Elvia Whelan
Gail Kvalkauskas
Nancy Whyte
Diane Mansfield
Sharon Wolowitz
Barbara Mattson
In the event your name was omitted,
please accept my gratitude for your donation
and support.
A special thank you to my team:
Shirley Weber, Angela Noto, Barbara Mattson
& Kathy McGovern
WAY TO GO LADIES!

CRAFT FAIR AND
BAKE SALE REPORT

Photos: AnneMarie Willcox
BAKE SALE: Well done, Karen Duclos and her crew.
Thanks to Shirley Weber for the entertainment!
SOUP BAR: Forty quarts of soup sold in four hours!
Thanks to the soup makers Pat Suarez, Ellen Dorse, Sissy
Jones, Donna Russo, Anne Leahy, Donna Heim and Debby
DeSantis.
CAFE: Thanks to everyone! Lunch was great!
All Crafters were very happy and want to come back
next year!
It’s time for me to thank everyone for all the work that
took place behind the scenes: Bruce and Kristi for setting
up the tables, putting out our sign and whatever else that
needed doing; Michelle & Terry for all your help; to everyone who made soup. I hope I didn’t forget anyone, but
if I did, you know I didn’t mean to. I love all of you for
your support.
To everyone: have a great holiday and we will see you
all in January when we start getting ready for the BIG ONE:
the 2023 GRAND BAZAAR!
Jan Lavance
Editor’s Note: A total of $21510.74 was raised for the
benefit of our community! Many thanks to Jan and all her
helpers!

Thank you also goes to my husband Ron for putting up with me while I baked for 2 days and nights
and he packaged, labeled and transported it all to the
clubhouse.
Karen Duclos

Photo by R. Duclos
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More photos on page 15
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A Foodie’s Ramblings
By The Barefoot Cannoli

Appalachia is a rich mountain region with the poorest
people. With a culture that was born out of necessity. Off
the grid until recently, these folks made everything they
needed. From cabins with a porch, to the furniture and
implements for farming to grow their own food. Bluegrass
was born here, from the instruments they made to the music they sang and played. A land of mountains and valley
streams, hunting and fishing still is a way of life; also a big
garden, again a necessity.
With any culture, language, music and the foods are
all different from other regions. They made up sayings to
fit needs, “If the sun is out and it ‘s raining, the devil is
beating his wife.” or “Never take an old broom to a new
house, bad luck.” Folklore, arts and crafts, myths, and
food make up the culture. It took fortitude, hard work,
and being self reliant to tough it out in the back country of
the Appalachians. The cultural stereotypes such as family, loyalty, rebel against authority and a passion of self
defense gave rise to the image of hillbillies, and reclusive
mountain men. The Appalachia way of life has become a
fascination to be dealt with in another place, today we will
deal with the food.

Great Granny E’s
Twice Roasted Sweet Taters

2 Lg. sweet potatoes
4 Thsp butter
4 Thsp. brown sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
Preheat oven to 425 degrees, clean the potatoes and
pierce several times with a fork. Place on foil covered
baking pan and roast 1 hour. Allow to cool and let stand in
fridge for 1 day. Preheat oven again to 400, peel the potatoes
while whole, then slice lengthwise in halfor quarters. Place
in greased foil lined baking dish, cut sides up. Dot evenly
with butter, then sprinkle with brown sugar and cinnamon.
Roast for 40 45 min.
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Soup Beans and Cornbread

1/2 lb. pinto beans
1/2 lb. red kidney beans
6 cups water
2-3 meaty ham hocks
4 slices bacon, fried and chopped
1 small onion, finely chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. ground blk pepper
Soak beans overnight. Drain next day and put them in
a soup pot with ham hocks, bacon, onion. and garlic Add 6
cups water to cover. Bring to a full boil for about 10 min.
Tum down heat to simmer for 3 hours. Stir and add water
as necessary. Gravy should look thick and not watery.
Remove ham hocks and place on a plate. Shred the ham
and put back in the pot. Now add the Salt and pepper and
allow the beans to continue to cook while you make the
cornbread as follows.
1/4 cup bacon drippings
1 1/2 cups yellow cornmeal
3 Tbsp. all purpose flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
2 cups buttermilk
1 lg. egg, lightly beaten
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Add bacon drippings
to a cast iron skillet and place in oven to heat. In a bowl,
whisk together the cornmeal, flour, baking soda, baking
powder and salt. Pour the hot fat from the hot skillet into
the cornmeal mixture. Stir in half the buttermilk and egg.
Add more buttermilk to make a thick but pourable batter.
Do not over mix. Pour the cornmeal mix back into the
skillet and bake for 20-25 min. Remove from oven to rest
for 5 min. carefully turn out the cornbread onto a plate to
preserve the crispy crust.

FOODIE’S from page 16

One-Skillet Poke Chop Supper

Sudoku

1 Thsp. butter
4 pork loin chops. (1/2 in thick, 7 oz. ea)
3 med red potatoes, cut into wedges
3 med. carrots, cut into 1/2 in slices
1 med onion, cut into small wedges
1 can condensed cream of mushroom soup
1/2 cup water
cracked blk. pepper and parsley
In a heavy skillet, heat butter over med heat. Brown
pork chops on both sides. Remove reserving drippings.
Saute veggies in drippings until browned then whisk in
soup and water into the veggies. Bring to boil then simmer,
covered 15-20 min. Add back the chops and cook covered
for 10 more min. Sprinkle with pepper and parsley; let
stand and serve.

Moonshine Pie Recipe

4 Tbsp. flour
1 1/2 cups sugar, or brown sugar
1 cup milk
1/2 stick butter
3 egg whites
1 tsp. moonshine or flavoring of your choice
1 baked pie shell
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Combine and mix in top
of double boiler, flour and sugar; add milk and butter. Cook
over hot water until thick while stirring. Set off heat. Beat
egg whites until thick. Fold into hot mixture and pour into
pie shell. Sprinkle top with coconut or whatever and place
in oven to brown the top. Cool completely before cutting.

Answers on page 31

$1,600*

732-223-0003
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7 US PRESIDENTS WHO SERVED THE SHORTEST TIME
IN THE OVAL OFFICE
By Bill Gathercole

Just this October, Liz Truss became Britain’s shortestserving prime minister. She resigned after just six weeks
in office. She joined the club of politicians who led their
government for the shortest period of time. There are seven
United States presidents who have had short stays in the
White House. Here is the list of the seven presidents.
1) William Henry Harrison (32 days)
He was the ninth president of the United States and the
long-standing belief is that he fell ill after his two hour
Inaugural Address. It was a wet, freezing cold day and
he did not wear a jacket, hat or gloves. He died in 1841
of an acute illness. The original diagnosis was pneumonia, but in later years the symptoms he showed were
more consistent with typhoid gotten from contaminated
water at the White House.
2) James A. Garfield (199 days)
On July 2, 1881 President Garfield arrived at Washington,
D.C.’s Baltimore and Potomac train station to leave on
a much needed vacation. He was headed to Williams
College to give a speech. He had his two sons with
him and at the time they travelled without a Secret
Service detail. Garfield was unaware that an unhinged
man named Charles Guiteau had been stalking him
for months. Guiteau hoped to carry out a God-given
command to kill Garfield. He shot Garfield twice, with
one bullet lodging in his pancreas. Garfield survived
the shooting, but a blunder by his doctor not removing
the lodged bullet led to a long and lethal infection. He
finally died on September 19, 1881.
3) Zachary Taylor (1 Year, 127 days)
President Zachary Taylor was a war hero from the War
of 1812 and the Mexican-American war. Taylor took
office in March 1849. He attended a 4th of July celebration a year later on a very hot summer day. To cool
down he drank glass after glass of ice water. When
he arrived home he ate large quantities of cherries
and other fruit followed by iced milk. No one knows
which of these foods did him in, but he experienced
severe stomach pain, vomiting and diarrhea. He died
on July 9, 1850 from cholera, a bacterial infection of
the small intestine.
4) Warren G. Harding (2 Years 151 days) Harding suffered
from poor health and exhaustion for years, possibly
due to an enlarged heart. In the weeks before his death
he embarked on an arduous re-election tour which
included a visit to Alaska. It was during this trip that
he had a bout of food poisoning and went to San Francisco for rest and medical attention. On the evening
of August 2, 1923 he slumped over in his bed at the
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Palace Hotel and died of a massive heart attack. After
his death his legacy was tainted by the fact that he had
an illegitimate child, and also the Teapot Dome scandal
which happened during his Presidency.
5) Gerald Ford (2 Years 164 days) Gerald Ford became
president in an unusual way. In 1973 Ford was appointed to the position of Vice President after Spiro
T. Agnew resigned due a political scandal. On August
9, 1974 President Richard Nixon resigned due to the
Watergate Scandal, and according to the Constitution,
Gerald Ford would then become President. This made
Ford the only person to serve as Vice President and
President without having been elected. In 1976 Gerald
Ford lost to Jimmy Carter in the Presidential election,
ending Ford’s term in office.
6) Millard Fillmore (2 Years, 238 days) Millard Fillmore
was Zachary Taylor’s Vice President and succeeded
him as President after his sudden death in 1850. Fillmore was a member of the Whig party and his tenure
coincided with political tensions between slaveowning
and free states. His term ended in 1852 and he campaigned for his party’s nomination, but lost to fellow
Whig party member Winfield Scott. Fillmore was the
last President that was not affiliated with either the
Democratic or Republican parties.
7) John F. Kennedy (2 Years, 306 days) President Kennedy
was a very popular president, and he had embarked on
a weeks-long tour of the country to push his political
priorities of education, conservation and world peace.
On November 22, 1963 while his motorcade drove
through Dallas, Texas, John F. Kennedy was assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald. A shocked nation
mourned, while Lyndon Johnson was sworn in as our
36th president to replace Kennedy.

SENIOR PUBLISHING COMPANY accepts advertisements
and advertisements are based upon information provided
by the advertiser. SENIOR PUBLISHING COMPANY does
not independently investigate the accuracy of advertisement
content and does not warrant or represent the accuracy of
the content of any advertisement.
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TEDDY BEAR TEA

By Judy Muldoon Photos by Karen Duclos, Ro Naughton and J Muldoon
A total of 75 adorable bears were dressed in their finest and
displayed for all to enjoy on Saturday, November 19. These cuties
were donated again this year and “loaned” to dressers to creatively
outfit them to give them their own personalities before sending
them on their way to be loved by some special children. Some
dressers even give their bear a name! It’s a labor of love for many
of our residents.
CareRing has been sponsoring the Teddy Bear Tea for about
32 years, beginning under the direction of resident Astrid Doughty
before her passing in 2012. Anne Leahy, current CareRing administrator, organizes the event and oversees the distribution, phone
calls and delivery with the help of Liz Slane and Marie Karpeles.
This year, some residents took care of deliveries on their own street.
Thanks to the teen helpers: Peyton Viggiano (Duclos’ granddaughter) and Julia Collins (Gail Kvalkauskas’ granddaughter),
who did a lot of the transporting and setting up. Thank you, too,
to Marie Pausz, Mary Ann Shukalo, Gail Kvalkauskas, Karen
Duclos and Adele Caruso for their efforts behind the scenes to
make things run smoothly. Thanks to Brandywyne who donated
the refreshments.
Bears will be adopted by youngsters at Unterberg Children’s
Hospital at Monmouth Medical Center, Epiphany House in Asbury
Park and Emmanuel Cancer Foundation in Wall.
Anne Leahy asks that if anyone who has never dressed a bear
before and wishes to do so next year, to please text or phone her
at 908-499-0615 and your name will be added to the “Wait List”.
No need to do so if you have already dressed a bear.
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THANK YOU TEDDY BEAR TEA
NOVEMBER 30 - FACEBOOK
Thank you dressers, distributers, collectors, call team and volunteers for the Tea. I
am truly blessed to live in this community.
The bears were delivered to Emmanuel
Cancer Org., Epiphany House and Unterberg
Children’s Hospital.
Anne Leahy
Dear Anne,
Your women are awesomely skilled and
generous of heart. Thanks for your carrying
on the tradition after my mother’s friend
Astrid had the life-giving idea to begin it.
(Teddy Bear Project). Your “bear dressing
and giving” is such a community builder.
Kudos to you all and prayers for the cancer
patients and sheltered women who received
your unexpected acts of caring. I wish you
and yours a delightful day together, giving
thanks and celebrating all your blessings.
Gratefully,
Bonnie Clark (One of the Clark
family who donates the bears.
Bonnie refers to Astrid Doughty,
a long-time resident who started
CareRing.)
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BASEBALL’S BIGGEST SCANDALS
By Bill Gathercole

Baseball has seen its share of scandals over the years
from cheating, steroids and gambling. Baseball players are
held to a higher standard as they are looked upon as role
models to impressionable youth. Some of these scandals
reflected what was going on in society at the time. Here
are a few of the bigger issues that have plagued baseball
over the years.
The first scandal took place during the 1919 World
Series when a group of 8 Chicago White Sox players were
accused of conspiring with gamblers to throw the series.
The White Sox lost to the Cincinnati Reds 5 games to 3
but some of the games had questionable plays and results.
“Shoeless Joe Jackson” and 7 other players were indicted
for conspiracy to defraud the public and a trial took place
in 1921. The men were acquitted by a jury, but baseball’s
commissioner Kennesaw Mountain Landis suspended them
for life anyway. The commissioner decided that no player
who sits and discusses ways and means of throwing baseball games shall ever play baseball again. This was called
the Black Sox Scandal.
In 1989 Pete Rose was subject to a long investigation into his gambling on baseball games, including his
own Cincinnati Reds. Pete Rose, the all-time hit leader
in baseball, was banned permanently from baseball. The
commissioner at the time, A. Bartlett Giamatti concluded
that he bet on baseball games. Pete Rose finally admitted
to betting on baseball in a book he wrote in 2004. That
means Pete Rose is ineligible for the Hall of Fame and has
been turned away on several occasions for reinstatement
to baseball.
In 2019 an investigation found that the 2017 World
Series champion, Houston Astros, had used a camera to
steal signs from opponents. A centerfield camera would
send a feed to a TV monitor in the clubhouse of the signs
the catcher was using. Once the Astros had figured out what
the signs meant they were able to signal their batters what
pitches were coming. They would bang on a trash can as
a signal. They also used smart watches and text messages
to alert their players.
In January 2020 Commissioner Rob Manfred suspended the team’s general manager and their manager for
one year. He also forfeited some draft picks. On the same
day, the Astros fired both of their managers, Jeff Luhnow
and A.J. Hinch.
The steroid era was another scandal that took place
from the late 80’s to the late 2000’s. It was a homer-happy
time in baseball where roughly 90 or so players were using
performance-enhancing drugs and steroids to increase their
totals. Some of the more famous players on the list were
Roger Clemens and slugger Barry Bonds. It was determined

after an investigation that everyone in baseball at the time
was responsible for the rampant use of these drugs, and
there are new rules in place to curb their use.
These were some of the larger scandals that have occurred over the years. The Commissioner of baseball has
been doing a great job of leveling the playing field and
making the game of baseball “America’s Game.”

Briar II News OnLine

To view the Briar II News via the internet simply
open Senior Publishing’s web site, which is www.
seniorpublishing.net.

SOME PARTING SHOTS

Submitted by Bob Heim
Here are some interesting stories found in the American
Legion magazine:
A family received a Thanksgiving card that had a
painting of a Pilgrim family on their way to church. The
grandmother held it up, smiled and said, “Pilgrim children
liked to go to church with their mothers and fathers.” “Oh
yeah?” her grandson said. “So why is their dad carrying
that rifle?”
Eight hours into his trial, a suspect pled guilty. “Why
didn’t you do that at the beginning and save the court’s
time?” the judge demanded. “Well” the suspect responded,
“until I heard all the evidence I thought I was innocent.”
The Pope was early for his flight. On the way to the
airport he asked his driver if he could take the wheel for
once. Suddenly, police lights flashed by behind him. He
pulled over, and when the officer came to the window his
eyes widened. He said to the Pope, “Hold on a minute,” and
radioed the chief. “Sir we have a situation. I’ve pulled over
an important figure,” “How important?” the chief asked.
“The governor or something?” “No sir. He’s bigger.” “A
celebrity? “More important, sir” “Well who is it?” “I am
not sure, but the Pope’s his driver.”
If you can’t find your dog, open the fridge door. He’s
standing right behind you.
I used to play basketball, baseball and tennis, but I
stopped after my son broke my PlayStation.
A barber asked his client, “How would like your hair
cut?” “In silence.” Came the reply.
“The White House is planning to offer updated booster
shots to Americans this fall. It’s still the same booster except these are gonna be pumpkin spice.” - Jimmy Fallon
JANUARY 2023
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January-At-A-Glance
By Judy Muldoon

Tuesday, Jan. 3................... Deadline for February B2N submissions
Monday, Jan 9.................... FREE TECH CLASS (Monmouth Computer)
11:00 - register
Wednesday, Jan. 11............ BAGELS & BLOOD PRESSURE 9:30 am
Friday, Jan. 13 .................. BOB SCOTT’S GAME SHOW NIGHT $20
6:00-10:00 pm
Sunday, Jan. 15.................. MOVIE: “The Hustle” 2:00 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 18............Lunch (Brielle Orthopedics) 12:30 - register
Thursday, Jan. 19 ............. R&A 10:00 am
Thursday, Jan. 19 ..............OCVTS Monthly LUNCHEON: register in office
Monday, Jan. 23.................BOARD MEETING - 10:00 am
Thursday, Jan. 26...............VET Pancake Breakfast - 9:30 am - register in office
Friday, Jan. 27....................BAZAAR WORKERS & DONATIONS
BEGIN 10:00 am
SAVE THE DATE SOC HOP Feb. 24-25 - Ticket Sales: Jan. 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25
BAZAAR April 21, 22
JANUARY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE
AEROBICS...........................Monday 10 am
BILLIARDS/8-BALL..............Tues. 6:30
BINGO....................................Wed. 6:00 pm
CERAMICS..........................Thursday 1 pm
QUILTING............................Tuesday 1 pm

KNITTING..........................................Wednesday 10 am
LIFETIME FITNESS...........................Wed. & Fri. 10 am
LINE DANCING.....................................Tuesday 10 am
CHAIR DANCING..................................Tuesday 11 am
WOMEN’S SHUFFLEBOARD...........Wednesday 1 pm

Editor’s Note: Event & times may be subject to change after publication time.

GREENBRIAR II BUS SCHEDULE
Currently runs on Tuesdays and Fridays
Please contact the H.O.A. Office, Xfinity/Comcast Ch 97
or Greenbriar 2.com for trip details.

NOVEMBER HOME SALES
NEW OWNER
Francesco D’Antonio
John Frederick Smith
Robert Mellaci
Christopher Taft
David Kozlowski
Kathleen Hagerty

ADDRESS
6 Rushmore Dr.
94 Greenbriar Blvd.
21 Everest Dr. North
140 Everest Dr. South
60 Everest Dr. South
71 Greenbriar Blvd.

PREVIOUS OWNER
June Kelly
Richard & Patricia Alderiso
Edward Moench
Ralph & Margaret Simoni
Ronald & Elaine Diahy
Maria Saitta
JANUARY 2023
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Special thanks to:
Willow Springs Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center
Brandywine at the Gables & Reflections
Complete Care
Artis Senior Living at Brick
Alcoeur Gardens
Wellington Estates
Preferred Care at Wall
Bayada Hospice
Orthopedic Institute/Brielle Orthopedics
Ambassador Adult Day Care
Town Square at the Jersey Shore
Archer Brogan Elder Law & Estate Planning
Comfort Keepers
Serenity Hospice Care
Grace Hospice

Monthly lunches are again scheduled
at the Brick location.
The cost of the lunch is
$15.00 per person. You may drive
yourself, or reserve a seat on the
GBII Bus.
For further info please call Michelle
in the office.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesday, January 18th 12:30 pm
Suffer from chronic back,
neck or sciatic pain??
Come and meet
Dr. Daniel Sainburg, DO
Lunch to be served at 12:30 pm
Call Michelle in the office
to reserve a seat

“Making a positive difference in the lives of our Senior Residents by
improving access to health, education, social and supportive services
thereby helping them live with dignity and independence.”
STOP BY TO SAY HELLO ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4TH
MEET WITH OUR OUTREACH STAFF IN YOUR CLUBHOUSE
WE WILL BE THERE FROM 10:00 AM - 1 PM
Our Senior Outreach Program provides information on many important issues
that our seniors and their Caregivers face today. We provide assistance
applying for various benefit programs. Let us connect you with the appropriate
resource and assist with the completion of applications to help you obtain
the benefits you may be entitled to.
JANUARY 2023
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DRIVEWAY SNOW PLOWING
The Association does not begin to clear your driveway, service walk
& sidewalks until the Twp. has plowed the streets & it has stopped
snowing.
• Your driveway is cleared 9 ft across BY A PLOW - it is not shoveled
• We do not clean off your car
• We do not dig yout your car
• We do not provide additional shoveling to accommodate
for oversized vehicles
• Contractor & the Association are NOT RESPONSIBLE for any
damage to paver driveways. It is the homeowners’ responsibility
to mark them out.
Flags or snow stakes are available at the local Home Improvement
store to alert plow driver not to plow your driveway
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M
&M
Bulletin

Auto Service
3215 BRIDGE AVE
POINT PLEASANT, NJ 08742
PHONE: 7 32-892-3500
7 32-899-5533
FA X: 7 32-899-0709
MMAUTOSERVICE@COMCAST.NET

WE ARE M&M AUTO SERVICE, A FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR SHOP.
WE HAVE BEEN SERVING YOUR ADULT COMMUNITY SINCE 1991.

TO SHOW OUR APPRECIATION FOR YOUR BUSINESS

10% OFF ANY REPAIR WITH THIS COUPON.

DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO MOTOR OR TRANSMISSION REPLACEMENT OR TIRES

CALL US TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE
JANUARY 2023

Ad #3305

BRIAR II NEWS

29

INTERESTING
NEARBY PLACES

By Colleen Tierney
There is a wealth of unique and interesting places to
see, and they aren’t so distant from GBII. For example,
a short drive south along route 9 and there’s the Edwin
B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge in Oceanville. It
consists of 39,000 acres of sand dunes, marshlands and
undeveloped beaches, established by the federal government to protect more than 300 different species of birds,
especially those that use the area as a stopover during migration. Therefore, it’s an excellent place to visit, especially
in spring and autumn when Snow Geese, Glossy Ibis, both
Great and Snowy Egrets are abundant, along with Peregrine
Falcons and Ospreys.
As you might guess, I’ve been there numerous times,
taking the 8-mile self-guided Wildlife Drive. Warning!
In warm weather don’t even consider opening your car’s
windows. The biting flies will literally follow alongside and
seem to know that a tasty blood meal is just on the other
side of the glass. As you drive along, you’ll find that there
are fourteen stops, and with the published guide from the
visitors’ center you’ll understand the diverse resources of
the refuge. There are also two very high observation towers that can be climbed to get an excellent view, as well as
two short walking loops.
The Appalachian Trail that runs through northwestern
New Jersey is another, albeit more distant, place to enjoy
some of the outdoors. The entire Trail runs for more than
2100 miles from Georgia to Maine and 72-miles of it are
in New Jersey. It follows the Kittatinny Ridge from the
Delaware Water Gap to Greenwood Lake where it exits
into New York. There are many access points throughout
Sussex and Passaic Counties, and it isn’t necessary to take
long hikes in order to enjoy some beautiful natural views.
Although I’ve walked short portions of it, my cousin’s
grandson has hiked the entire Trail both directions! It takes
at least three months to complete going one way. There are
some “comfort stations” (if you want to call them such),
most avid hikers camp out in their tents along the way.
Since much of the Appalachian Trail is pure wilderness, it
is not for the inexperienced to attempt the entire trek. The
longest portion is in Virginia, with over 550-miles, while
the shortest distance of the Trail is in West Virginia - only
about 4-miles.
There’s plenty more - stay tuned!
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CARE OF YOUR HEARING AIDS

By Anne Marie Wudarski
Our recent government mandate of wearing face masks
brought to light the problem that hearing aid wearers were
experiencing. That appeared to be an increase in the loss
of the aids when applying or removing the masks. As we
know, these little devices are an expensive investment that
we make to improve our health and everyday life.
Sarah Kovac wrote, in Reviewed.com, an article about
various affordable accessories that are available at Walmart
and/or Amazon that can make life a little easier when dealing with hearing aids.
Dryer - You might forget to remove them before swimming
or taking a shower and moisture will damage the aid.
The dryer is designed to help this problem. Cost: $40.
Battery Caddy - While rechargeable aids are on the market, there are still many models that require batteries.
Of course you have no idea when they will need to be
replaced. Battery packs are too big to fit into a wallet,
but fit onto a key chain and are available to you anytime
the need arises. Cost; $7.
Tethers - Since losing an aid is very easy, this device helps
this problem. It comes in various styles, for example:
clips, headbands and lanyards. Cost: $14.
Moisture covers - These small pieces of fabric are designed
to fit perfectly over the aid and you can get them in
many colors, with/without an attached tether. They can
fit in your wallet or pocket. Cost: $25.
Carrying case - It’s easy to lose or misplace these little
“buds” when not in use. The Boloco hearing aid case
holds them and comes with several cleaning tools and
cloth, Cost: $10.
Ear wax - Wax has a natural function in the body, but the
problem is when it builds up and makes hearing loss
worse. There are filters that may help. The ones on
the market are compatible with Phonak, Resound and
Widex models. Cost: $13.
Cleaning tools - Whether you use the filters or not, hearing aids still have to be cleaned. A 5-1 cleaning kit
has everything you need to clean out any dust, wax or
buildup that might mess up your appliance. Cost: $16.
At this time I do not wear hearing aids, but found this
article informative, and hope that in the future if I need
them, I’ll remember some of what I learnt. You may want
to pass this information to someone who is experiencing
difficulties and/or problems with the wearing of this device.

A VIEW FROM THE BRIARPATCH
By Ren Relli

Researching a foodie article, I found the Appalachian
culture a fascinating one, especially the southern part. The
folklore was so interesting that I believe it worthy to spend
a little time for more study, for example:

Meats: Game and Tame

By Miss Sidney
“Butchering time during a cold spell around Thanksgiving was almost a social occasion up and down our
creek. Neighbors came in to help Father to kill his hogs,
dress them out and prepare the meat for storage. Father
would help them in turn. I dreaded butchering day every
year. I loved every animal on the place and hated to see
them killed. If I could, I hid somewhere out of sight and
sound until the animals were dead. Then I came home to
help in the preparations for dressing, cooking, and storing
the meat for winter. If I were not forced to see the actual
butchering, I could manage a certain amount of objectivity.
‘On butchering day, early in the morning. Father would
build a fire outdoors and heat water to boiling in the big
iron kettle. The best marksman in the group would shoot the
hogs between the eyes with a twenty two rifle and quickly
cut their throats as they lay dying so they would bleed
freely. Later they carried the animal to a trestle table and
poured scalding water over its body. Using sharp knives,
he men scraped the hog clean. Then Father pushed a stick,
sharpened at both ends, between the tendons in the lower
hind ends and the men would hoist the carcass to hang from
an iron hook driven into the side of the smokehouse. The
men finished washing and dressing the hog. Meanwhile,
Mother would have scrubbed down the trestle table with
gallons of scalding water. The carcass was removed from
the hook and placed on the table. With sharp knives and
a hatchet, Father chopped the meat into hams, shoulders,
ribs, pork tenderloins, side meat and so forth. The meat
was then carried to the smoke house and placed on tables
for further preparation. Three or four men could butcher
two or three hogs in one day. Sometimes we would only
have one hog to butcher; that day Father would go to a
neighbor’s house to help, leaving Mother and me to do the
final dressing and cleaning up.’
‘It was a mountain custom to share messes of fresh
meat with neighbors up and down the creeks who were not
butchering that day. Father would tell them in advance and
ask them to drop by for a mess of meat. Some would and
we would take meat to others. So butchering day would
turn out to be a time of feasting for almost everyone in the
neighborhood.”

I do remember eating pork chops on a farm from a hog
that had been butchered there. This was in Alabama. It was
served with soup beans and cornbread. a good memory
indeed. Something to think about; Appalachia stretches
from Alabama up into Canada. There will be more stories
coming I think.

BASEBALL’S
BOB UECKER HONORED
AS “GOOD GUY”

By Bill Gathercole
The Tonight Show host Johnny Carson nicknamed
Uecker “Mr. Baseball” when he appeared on the show
many years ago. The name stuck. This past August Bob
Uecker was honored by the American Legion Past Department Commander’s Club luncheon held in Milwaukee. He
didn’t get to sit “in the front row”, but actually got to sit at
the head table where he was honored with the 2022 James
V. Day “Good Guy” award.
Uecker was a life member of American Legion Post 537
in Milwaukee. He played Legion Baseball and then entered
the army. He played baseball in the military and eventually
played in the majors as a catcher. He was inducted into the
National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2003 in recognition of
his long broadcasting career. After his baseball career he
also starred on TV in the sitcom “Mr. Belvedere” from 1985
through 1990. He also was the broadcaster in the “Major
League” films. Uecker was honored for his charitable work
in support of Make-A-Wish, the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America and for cancer research.
He loved to make fun of himself and here are a few
of his funny lines.
“People don’t know this, but I helped the Cardinals
win the pennant. I came down with hepatitis. The trainer
injected me with it.”
Here is another one, “My manager would tell me that
tomorrow is a night game. When I showed up at 4 pm, the
day game was already over.”
And one more, “If a guy hits .300 every year what
does he have to look forward to? I always tried to stay
around .190, with 3 or 4 RBI. And I tried to get them all in
September. That way I always had something to talk about
during the winter.
Bob Uecker was a very funny and knowledgeable
baseball man. He deserved the “Good Guy” award.
Only 2 months till spring training starts again baseball
fans!
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EARLY AMERICAN CAR COMPANIES
By Bill Gathercole with information from Bob Heim

In Detroit, Michigan on August 5, 1899 the Detroit
Automobile Company was founded. It was the first venture
of its kind in the city of Detroit. An auto mechanic had attracted investments from 12 people, including the Detroit
Mayor William Maybury and William H. Murphy. This
mechanic’s name was Henry Ford. Many early car ventures floundered in these days and the Detroit Automobile
Company was dissolved in January 1901. The company had
built 20 vehicles and had lost $86,000.00 in investments.
These lost investments would have been equivalent to 2.61
million dollars today.
In 1901 the company was reorganized and it was renamed the Henry Ford Company. With this reorganization
came new financing and new issues for Ford. The investors
of the company were eager to see a passenger car on the
market. Henry Ford was a perfectionist and kept making
changes to the design and it frustrated the investors. They
finally made it so difficult that Ford left his namesake
company in 1902. He took his name and a total of $900.00
with him when he left.

After Henry Ford left his company, it needed to be
renamed by the investors. They finally decided to rename
the company after the founder of the city of Detroit. It was
named after Antoine de la Cadillac and was reorganized as
the Cadillac Motor Car Company.
On June 16, 1903, Henry Ford and 12 others invested
$28,000 and created the Ford Motor Company. The first
car built by this company was sold July 15, 1903. Henry
Ford owned 25.5% of the stock in 1903. By 1906 he was
the controlling owner and president of the Ford Motor
Company. In 1919, Henry Ford, Clara Ford and Edsel
Ford acquired the interest from the minor stock holders
for $105,820,894.00 and now became the sole owners of
the company.
When Henry Ford had started his company he had
entered into an exclusive contract with the Dodge Brothers.
The Dodge Brothers were to build engines, transmissions
and rear ends for 10 years. At this time they owned 10 % of
the Ford Motor Company and their own operation supplying
parts to Ford’s company. As Henry Ford started expanding
his company, the Dodge brothers decided that they wanted
to build their own car. In 1914 they took their company
public and sold $5,000,000 in common stock. They started
making cars with a wood frame body covered with sheet
metal. The brothers became friends with Edward Budd
who could offer bodies made of pressed steel which was
an improvement. On November 14, 1914 the first Dodge
model rolled off the assembly line. The Dodge automobile
became very popular and they sold 45,000 units in 1915.
The Dodge brothers became a huge success and climbed
to the number 2 carmaker.
Unfortunately both brothers died in 1920 during the
Since 1966
Spanish Flu epidemic. John Dodge died from pneumonia
WALL
and Horace Dodge died from
influenza. The Dodge brothers
2028 Highway 35
had the means and innovations to be the top automaker in
732.449.6900
the country. Once the brothers had passed, the company
BRICK
could not duplicate its previous
successes and it was sold
505
Burnt
TavernP.Road
in 1925 for $170 million to Walter
Chrysler.

Ads-1825

Ads-1825

732.899.8600

Kevin C. O’Brien, Mgr. - NJ Lic. No. 4805
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CANINE
COLUMN
By Colleen Tierney

A finding made by Japanese researchers: Dogs cry
from happiness by forming an increase in tears. However,
unlike humans their tears do not spill from their eyes to run
down their cheeks. What was discovered is that within five
minutes of being reunited with their owners after having
spent several hours either at doggy daycare or alone, there
was a significant increase in the volume of tears produced.
When dogs were reunited with familiar people (not the
owners), there was also an increase in tears, although not
in the amount as when they reunited with their owners. It
was also found that these tears contained increased amounts
of oxytocin, a “feel-good” hormone. Further study (too
involved to detail here) discovered that dogs do cry tears of
joy, the same as and for the same reasons that humans do.
Re: Doggy Daycare - Although it might seem commendable for owners who are away for much of the day to
take their dog to a pet daycare facility, research has found
that not all dogs want the company of other canines. It is a
much better and kinder solution to hire a responsible, caring dog walker - provided this person will walk your pet
without other dogs. The fact is that many dogs prefer the
company of people, not that of their own kind.
Ear infection is one of, if not the most common problem
that is seen by veterinarians. This is so common because
dogs’ ears provide a warm, dark space with only minimal
air flow; perfect for microorganisms to multiply. The most
susceptible canine types are those with long and/or heavy
ears. Many spaniels and hounds are in this category, and
infections are even more prevalent among those whose hair
grows into the ear canal. Also, those with allergies related
to food or inhalants (pollen, for example) are predisposed
to experience ear trouble. Such infection can be caused
by bacteria, yeast or both and if not treated correctly will
become extremely painful and serious. Sometimes the infection will progress to the point where surgical removal of
the entire ear canal is necessary. During any routine exam,
the veterinarian should always check the condition of the
ears with an otoscope. Any suspicion of trouble calls for
otic cytology to determine the cause, and the correct treatment. A problem occurs when the owner no longer sees the
dog presenting symptoms and assumes that the condition
has been cured. A follow-up visit must be done, otherwise
the bacteria/yeast will continue to grow, only to result in
another continuance of infection.

SOME CONSUMER INFO

(A Summary of Findings:
Consumer Reports Research Laboratories)
By Colleen Tierney
Engineers at CR labs frequently present their personal
feelings about some of the products that they’ve tested.
These are some of their comments: NOISE-CANCELING
HEADPHONES - considered “great” and “don’t cost a
fortune”, the Bose Noise Canceling Headphones 700.
SMARTPHONES - They praise the all-around “stellar
performance” of Apple’s iPhone 13. Researchers also
reported that Samsung Galaxy A53 5G is good, and at a
lower price. TVs - Samsung 65” and 43” are top-rated. As
for TABLETS - the iPad Air and the iPad were praised for
their excellent photo and video quality, as well as their
abundant processing power.
Some suggestions as to keeping your phone charged
longer include: (1) adjusting the brightness. A brightly lit
screen will run down the battery faster. Most phones allow
you to select “auto-brightness”, which is recommended.
The phone can then sense the lighting conditions and adjust
itself automatically. (2) Keep WiFi turned on. Using this
draws much less power than your cellular network. (3) Use
a wireless charging pad. It’s more convenient than having
to fuss with cords. (4) When batt is running low, switch
modes. Most phones have a “power saving mode” and turning it on will limit or disable energy-consuming apps and
features, but allow you to make/receive calls, text, email.
CR research laboratories have stated that canola oil is
one of the better types as a healthier choice. Readers have
wondered where does this oil come from. As CR explains,
there really is such a plant as canola. It is related to broccoli
and kale. It was developed by Canadian growers back in
the 1970s, and that should explain its name (can “Canada”
and ola “oil”).
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IS IT MILK????

By Anne Marie Wudarski
I LOVE milk! As long as I can remember when growing up whole milk was served with all our meals. My father
used to say that we needed a cow in the backyard to keep
up with what his four children drank.
When I’m in the grocery store’s dairy aisle I’ve seen
many other kinds of “milk”, not from the cow, displayed.
I also never paid attention to them until I read an interesting article in LEGION MAGAZINE written by Michelle
Gibeault Traub regarding the differences in the various
kinds that are being sold and why they are popular.
Traditional milk products are an excellent source of
calcium and vitamin D, which we need for strong bones
and teeth. Approximately 30 million American adults are
lactose [sugar] intolerant and can suffer from severe abdominal discomfort. Medical research shows that saturated
fat found in cow’s milk can increase the risk of heart disease
and certain cancers.
The new “milks” don’t contain dairy at all. Instead
they are made from plant foods like coconut, almonds,
cashews, oats, soy and rice. Besides allergies and intolerance to regular milk, many consumers have environmental
concerns and want to avoid animal products in favor of a
vegan lifestyle.
Both cow and plant milk come in various flavors and fat
contents. Lactose-free milk and over-the-counter supplements are available. Plant milk is made by soaking and
grinding the chosen nut, bean or grain in water, then adding
flavors, nutrients and sugar. This means that some of these
milks are high in sugar and/or lack calcium, proteins and
Vitamins D and B12. These are the valuable ingredients
found in cow’s milk.
Read the label before you make your choice, but
remember that they are also much more expensive than
cow’s milk.
This article was enlightening but even though it opened
my eyes to the various types of “milk”, I choose to stay
with the original even if I’m drinking the fat free version.
It’s still my comfort food.

Briar II News OnLine

To view the Briar II News via the internet simply
open Senior Publishing’s web site, which is www.
seniorpublishing.net.
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THE LEGEND OF ABRAHAM
LINCOLN’S GHOST

By Bill Gathercole
Abraham Lincoln was the sixteenth President of the
United States and he served from 1861-1865. He is remembered for preserving the Union during the Civil War
and beginning the process that led to the end of slavery in
the United States.
He is remembered for his untimely death and also his
supposed eerie presence in the White House. For years
presidents, first ladies, guests and staff members have felt
the presence or claimed to have seen the ghost of Lincoln.
At the time of Lincoln’s reelection, his face had deep
lines and heavy black circles under his eyes. During these
trying years of the Civil War he had slept little and had
taken no vacations. There may have been more to his sadness than he would admit. He dreamed of his own death.
In early 1865 Lincoln confided to a close friend that he had
this dream where there was a deathlike stillness around
him. Then he heard the sounds of people weeping. He
seemed to walk to the East Room, where on a table was a
corpse wrapped in funeral garments. Soldiers were lined
around the corpse in a ring of honor. Lincoln asked one of
the soldiers who is dead in the White House? The soldier
answered that it was the President and he had been killed
by an assassin. He had seen his own death at other times as
well. On April 15, 1865 President Lincoln died after being
shot in the head by an assassin.
Lady Bird Johnson felt Lincoln’s presence after watching a television program about his death. She felt a strange
cold and uneasiness while in a room which was dedicated
to Lincoln in some way.
Grace Coolidge was the first person who claimed to
see the ghost of Abraham Lincoln. She said she saw him
standing by a window of the Oval Office with his hands
clasped behind him, gazing out over the Potomac.
During the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt
the ghost of Lincoln was seen many times during the
depression and World War 2. One time in particular when
Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands was a guest at the
White House, there was a knock at the door. She got up
and opened the door and in the hallway was the top-hatted
figure of President Lincoln. The Queen fainted and when
she woke up the apparition had disappeared.
These are a few of the sightings and feelings people
have had about Lincoln in the White House. Stories of Lincoln wandering the halls and rooms of the White House still
persist to this day, but are not officially recognized. If one
were to believe in ghosts then you would have to believe
that the kind spirit of Abraham Lincoln still watches over
the nation he strived so hard to preserve.

Sudoku Answers

Directory
Dunn Rite Inc.
Free Estimates
No Job too Big
Or Too Small

• Roofing • Siding
• Windows • Pavers
Joe Balsamo

(732) 245-0191
(732) 995-1699

Fully Licensed and Insured
NJ Lic. 13vh05005500

DURA - PLEX
WINDOWS – SIDING

DOORS – DECKS – SUN ROOMS

www.dura-plex.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1972

732-458-4061

MARSHALL ROOFING AND CONSTRUCTION
MARSHALL ROOFING
AND CONSTRUCTION
732-919-7666
732-919-7666
HOUSEHOLD
REPAIR SERVICE
HOUSEHOLD REPAIR
SERVICE
*ROOFING*WATER
PROOFING*PAINTING
*ROOFING*WATER
PROOFING*PAINTING
8CLEAN
UPS *INTERIOR
EXTERIOR REPAIRS
8CLEAN UPS *INTERIOR
EXTERIOR REPAIRS
13VH12188500
13VH12188500

Able All Around – Handyman

We are knowledgeable, dependable, honest & affordable.
Call Us for All Your Projects: Caulking, Gutter Cleaning & Repair, Painting,

Weatherproofing, Building Furniture.
Replace: Sinks, Faucets, Fixtures, Fans, Door Handles & Locks, Moldings,
Shower Heads, Dishwashers, Storm Doors, Vanities, Mailboxes, Microwaves,
Detectors, Garbage Disposals, Doors, Toilets & Seats.
Hang: Pictures, TVs, Rods, Shelves, Bars, Blinds, Shower Doors & Mirrors.
Repair: Closets, Drawers, Furniture, Sheetrock, Doors, Sills, Posts, Soffits,
Siding, Door Seals, Cabinets, TV & Internet Connections & So Much More.

Call us for a Free Estimate – (732) 930-7988

REDI HOME SERVICES
Call 732-256-9844

DRYER VENT CLEANING/REPAIR - WINDOW WASHING
POWER WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING
PAINTING/HANDYMAN SERVICES
Lic# 13VH082081000 www.redihomeservices.com

Senior Discounts redihomeserv@gmail.com

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
On-Site Technology Support for your Home & Business
• New PCs & Setup
• Repairs & Upgrades
• Virus Clean-Up
• Networking & Wireless
www.monmouthcomputer.com
Monmouth Computer Associates, LLC

CALL DAN TODAY!

(732) 517-7018
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4x DIRECTORY
DOOR QUEST

Leisure Village West
MVC
Renaissance Times
Park West Corner Cafe
Briar 2 News
Carefree Gazette
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
S. Ridge North
Crestwood Sun
Cable, Spring Roller, Opener
Cedar Glen Lakes
Leisure Village Original
Gardens732-507-9988
PI. Plains
HC Bulletin
Lic# 13VH10883700 • FREE ESTIMATES
Sea Breeze Lacey
Four Seasons Times
Country Place
Santiago Corner Cafe
Proven
Contracting,
Lions
Head South
PineLLC
Cone Press
ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS • SKYLIGHTS • GUTTERS
Cedar Glen West
Park Echo
• NO $ DOWN FINANCING AVAILABLE
HC Silverton
PH2
Mirage Messenger
• ON-SITE
PROJECT MANAGERS
• TOP MANUFACTURER CERTIFICATIONS/WARRANTIES
Berkeley Reporter
Metedeconk Moments
• A+ RATING ON BBB
SRP Westerly
Point ‘n Place
732-800-4616
Cafe West
Country Walk
PROVENROOFING.COM
Leisure
Village
East
Knoll Spirit
Proudly serving Ocean & Monmouth countiesSouth
HIC #13VH07527200
Heights Courier
Covington Courier
Leisure Knoll
Seaview Tidings
Greenbriar
Times
Whiting Station
Winter

GARAGE DOOR

GREENBRIAR 1 & 2

Personal Assistant – Errands
Pet Services – House Care
Greenbriar Resident
Call Sandy 201-841-2367
I can help!
Reasonable Rates

Triple Seven Limo

Airport Car Service
Point to Point & Special Occasions
Vaccinated Drivers • Sanitized Vehicles
Senior Discounts Licensed/Insured
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CENTRAL JERSEY GARAGE DOOR
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

ADEL MIKHAIL
GARAGE
DOORS
Sales • Service • Installation

Automatic Door Openers
732-363-2122 / 732-905-9975

Established since 1984

NJ HIC.#13VHO1856500

Directory
CUTTING EDGE
Painting Service, LLC

S

&

W Painting

and Powerwashing

All Phases of Painting / Interior & Exterior
Fall Cleaning

732-295-3888

Siding • Gutters • Driveways • Sidewalks • Decks
Free Estimates 732-581-6275 Insured
35 years exp. • Senior Discounts
www.swpaintingnj.com

Under Slab / Foundation
Plumbing Pipe Leak Repair

MJF Plumbing, Heating, AC

• NJ Licensed & Insured
• Job Complete from $3,250 to $3,400

Heating Checkup $97.00 + tax
732-477-1605

201-995-7695 Cell Al Q Inc.

Owner on Every Job • Senior Discounts

• 20+ yrs Experience
Visa / MC / Amex

For all your plumbing, heating, and AC problems

THE EXPERT TOUCH LLC

ALL HOME REPAIRS AND REMODELING

• ALL BATH & KITCHEN REPAIRS • NEW KITCHENS, BATHROOMS
& GRANITE TOPS • SHEETROCK, SPACKLE, PAINTING, WALLPAPER
REMOVAL • CERAMIC TILE and BACK SPLASH • MOLDINGS and TRIM,
DOORS, DECKS, • WINDOW REPLACEMENT/ FLOORING
DON GEMMA & ANDREW PAVELEC #732-820-6720 info@theexperttouchllc.com

LICENSED & INSURED Free Estimates Call Today LIC.#13VH06197100
CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED

SHOWROOM AT 1021 ROUTE 37 WEST, TOMS RIVER

YOUR VERY BEST
HONEY DO MAN

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
Call Rich (973) 342-2496
Reliable, Aﬀordable, Professional

NO JOB TO SMALL OR TO BIG
HDM Renovations LLC Licensed & Insured

CAREGIVERS

EXPERIENCED HOME
HEALTHCARE GROUP
WILL HELP YOU, HOURLY OR 24/7
(PERSONAL CAREGIVERS, REFERENCES AVAILABLE)
CALL NATELA ROWLAND
732 300 7652

MESSER PLUMBING & HEATING

POINT CUTZ & SENIOR SPECIALS

EMERGENCY SERVICES
1 CALL SOLVES IT ALL

Booking and Pricing available online
www.pointcutz.com
Cannot combine with any other offers

732-598-0773

LIC#9288 Residential & Commercial
Sewer & Drain Cleaning • Water & Sewer Repairs/Replacements
Camera Sewer Lines • Boiler & Water Heater Repairs & Insulation
Gas Lines Insulation • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Heating & Air Conditioning Replacements & Conversions

2428 Bridge Avenue, Point Pleasant, NJ, 08742

Call or text 732-674-7560

HAIRCUT SPECIALS
$4.00 OFF any haircut service

SENIOR SPECIALS
Wash, cut and blowdry! $35.00
10% OFF any color service over $50.00
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Hometowne Plumbing
No Job Too Small

Neil Slattery

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Neil Slattery – Owner

732-223-8320

732-270-3232

Lic. 9452 PROUD TO SERVE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Tax Help is Here!

Personal and Business Tax Filings
Federal, State, and Crypto Currency

116 Main Street, Farmingdale, NJ 07727
Plumbing License #9227
HVACR #19HC00107000
nsphcoffice@gmail.com
NJ Contr Lic #13VH02660600

Aplus Plumbing Heating
& Drain Cleaning
“Your Community Plumber”

Contact Michelle:
(848) 241-4409
taxes@sts-nj.com

Call 732.295.7775

Sustainable Tax Services Inc.

nj lic# 72870

Insured

Free Estimates

KISH PHYSICAL THERAPY

Garage Door & Opener Installa�on and Repair Specialists
We service Ocean & Monmouth Coun�es
Free New Door Es�mate • Same Day Repairs
For Quality Material & Workmanship,
Call Us And Book Your Appointment Today!

**In-Home Physical Therapy Services**

garagedoormastersllc.com
garagedoormastersllc@gmail.com

No Prescription required • Medicare Part B Insurance accepted

Garage Door Masters LLC
Call or Text: 732-870-7313

One on One Individualized Treatment Plans
Specializing in Manual Therapy,
Pre/Post-operative care, and Balance training.

908-910-8145

Get the personalized care you deserve!!

This Dr. Makes House Calls!
Window Balance Repairs
Glass & Screen Repairs
Insulated Glass Replacement
Storm Doors & Tabletops

DR. J’S

WINDOW & SCREEN HOSPITAL

(732) 899-2611
610 Route 88, Point Pleasant

Major Appliance Service
Factory Authorized

Refrigerators • Freezers • Ranges
Washers • Dryers • Dishwashers

732-892-8508

All work fully guaranteed
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Bulletin

Insured

Ad Space
is ALWAYS available
for any size ad
Call 888-637-3200

cement
la
p
e
R
f
o
o
R
e
t
Comple te Siding Service.
Or Comple

ROOF INSPECTIONS
●
ROOF INSTALLATION
●
ROOF REPAIRS
●
SIDING
●
GUTTERS
●
ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS
●

FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE

AD-7216
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BRICKTOWN SERVICE CENTER

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT / PREVIOUSLY KD AUTOMOTIVE
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6 pm ~ Saturday 8:30 am - 5 pm ~ Sunday Closed

1150 BURNT TAVERN RD. BRICK, NJ
(732) 458-3636
bricktownservicecenter.com

Truck Rental Available
•
•
•
•

Brakes
A/C
Suspension
Electrical

•
•
•
•

Diagnostic
Tune Ups
Exhaust
Tires

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @BricktownServiceCenter

FALL SPECIAL MAINTENANCE CHECK

with any Oil Change

Includes Check Engine Coolant, Battery,
Wipers, Tires, Belts, Alignment
and Free Scan for Check Engine Light
(Diagnostic extra with fee)
Not to be combined with any other offers
Greenbriar Residents Only

SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE
$10.00 off regular price
Includes up to 5 qts. synthetic oil and
standard filter. Cartridge filter extra.
Most cars and light trucks.
Tire rotation included, if needed.
Not to be combined with any other offers
Greenbriar Residents Only

Customer Pick-up and
Drop-off Available

OIL CHANGE

$24.95+tax

Includes up to 5 qts. conventional oil
and standard filter. Does not include
synthetic oil. Cartridge filter extra.
Most cars and light trucks.
Tire rotation included, if needed.
Not to be combined with any other offers
Greenbriar Residents Only

Greenbriar Residents Only

$50.00
PACKAGE DEAL BRAKE SPECIAL
Alignment

$50.00
With Alignment
purchase
with purchase of
of 4 new tires
4 tires.
Greenbriar Residents Only

$50 off per axle

on regular pricing when
replacing rotors and pads.
Most Vehicles. Not to be combined with any other offers
Greenbriar Residents Only

Financing Available-Synchrony Bank

6 Months Interest Free Financing to qualifying
customers on sales over $199
ads-6207

40

BRIAR II NEWS JANUARY 2023

